


Job 4:1-8

Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:  
"If someone ventures a word with you, 

will you be impatient? 
But who can keep from speaking? 

Think how you have instructed many, 
how you have strengthened feeble hands. 

Your words have supported those who stumbled; 
you have strengthened faltering knees. …



Job 4:1-8

… But now trouble comes to you, 
and you are discouraged; 

it strikes you, and you are dismayed. 
Should not your piety be your confidence 
and your blameless ways your hope? …



Job 4:1-8

… Consider now: Who, being innocent, 
has ever perished? 

Where were the upright ever destroyed? 
As I have observed, those who plow evil 

and those who sow trouble reap it."



Job 6:1-4,8-10,14

Then Job replied: 
"If only my anguish could be weighed 

and all my misery be placed on the scales! 
It would surely outweigh the sand of the seas— 

no wonder my words have been impetuous.



Job 6:1-4,8-10,14

… The arrows of the Almighty are in me, 
my spirit drinks in their poison; 

God's terrors are marshaled against me. 
"Oh, that I might have my request, 

that God would grant what I hope for, …



Job 6:1-4,8-10,14

… that God would be willing to crush me, 
to let loose his hand and cut off my life! 

Then I would still have this consolation— 
my joy in unrelenting pain— 

that I had not denied the words of the Holy One."



Job 8:1-3,20

Then Bildad the Shuhite replied: 
"How long will you say such things? 
Your words are a blustering wind. 

Does God pervert justice? 
Does the Almighty pervert what is right? 

Surely God does not reject one who is blameless 
or strengthen the hands of evildoers."



Job 16:1-2

Then Job replied: 
"I have heard many things like these; 

you are miserable comforters, all of you!"



William Blake

"Every Night and Every Morn 
Some to Misery Are Born 

Every Morn and Every Night 
Some are born to Sweet Delight 
Some are born to Endless Night"
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Job 4:7-8

… Consider now: Who, being innocent, 
has ever perished? 

Where were the upright ever destroyed? 
As I have observed, those who plow evil 

and those who sow trouble reap it."



Don Carson   |   For the Love of God

"There is a way of using theology and theological 
arguments that wounds rather than heals. This is not 
the fault of theology and theological arguments; it is 
the fault of the 'miserable comforter' who fastens on 
an inappropriate fragment of truth, or whose timing 
is off, or whose attitude is condescending, or whose 
application is insensitive, or whose true theology is 

couched in such culture-laden clichés that they grate 
rather than comfort."
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Job 6:1-4

Then Job replied: 
"If only my anguish could be weighed 

and all my misery be placed on the scales! 
It would surely outweigh the sand of the seas— 

no wonder my words have been impetuous. 
The arrows of the Almighty are in me, 

my spirit drinks in their poison; 
God's terrors are marshaled against me."



lament:  "to tell again" or "to rehearse"



Albert Camus   |   The Plague

"But what does it mean, the plague?  
It's life, that's all… 

Thus each of us had to be content to live 
only for the day, alone under the vast 

indifference of the sky."



Barbara Brown Taylor   |   An Altar in the World

"Job turns from his friends, who in any case are 
more invested in defending God than they are in 

defending him. He will not heed their pious counsel, 
any more than he will follow his wife's advice to 

curse God and die. Job will deal with God or he will 
deal with no one. If God will not answer him, then 

he will fill the air with his own furious poetry. …



Barbara Brown Taylor   |   An Altar in the World

… This is how faith looks sometimes: 
a blunt refusal to stop speaking 

into the divine silence."
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Job 7:17-18

"What is man that You magnify him, 
And that You are concerned about him, 
That You examine him every morning 

And try him every moment?"



Elisabeth Elliot   |   No Graven Image

"And God, what of Him? 'I am with thee' He 
said. With me in this? He had allowed Pedro to 
die, and does He now, I asked myself there at 

the graveside, ask me to worship Him?"



Elisabeth Elliot   |   No Graven Image

"God, if He was merely my accomplice, 
had betrayed me.  

If, on the other hand, He was God, 
He had freed me."



Elisabeth Elliot   |   Through the Gates of Splendor

"We are tempted to assume a simple equation 
here, Five men died. This will mean x-number of 

Waorani Christians. Perhaps so. Perhaps not…God 
is God. I dethrone Him in my heart if I demand that 
He act in ways that satisfy my idea of justice. That 
is the same spirit that taunted, 'If thou be the Son 

of God, come down from the Cross.'"
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Job 6:10

"Then I would still have this consolation— 
my joy in unrelenting pain— 

that I had not denied the words of the Holy One."



Ann Voskamp   |   One Thousand Gifts

"God gave us Jesus…If God didn't withhold from us 
His very own Son, will God withhold anything we 

need? If trust must be earned, hasn't God 
unequivocally earned our trust with the bark on 

the raw wounds, the thorns pressed into the brow, 
your name on the cracked lips? How will not also 
graciously give us all things He deems best and 

right? He's already given us the incomprehensible."




