


Proverbs 2:16-19

16 "Wisdom will save you also from the adulterous woman, 
from the wayward woman with her seductive words, 

17 who has left the partner of her youth 
and ignored the covenant she made before God. 

18 Surely her house leads down to death 
and her paths to the spirits of the dead. 

19 None who go to her return 
or attain the paths of life."



Proverbs 5:15-19

15 "Drink water from your own cistern, 
running water from your own well. 

16 Should your springs overflow in the streets, 
your streams of water in the public squares? 

17 Let them be yours alone, 
never to be shared with strangers. …



Proverbs 5:15-19

… 18 May your fountain be blessed, 
and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth. 

19 A loving doe, a graceful deer— 
may her breasts satisfy you always, 

may you ever be intoxicated with her love."



Miles Davis

"Don't play what's there, 
play what's not there."
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The State of Our Unions: Marriage in America 
The National Marriage Project, University of Virginia, 2009

Today: The divorce rate is twice what it was in 1960 

In 1970: 89% of all children were born to married couples 
Today: only 60% are 

In 1960: 72% of American adults were married 
In 2008: only 50% were married 
(that number has dropped even further today)
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What is marriage for?

- Dynastic view of marriage:  Marriage is 
primarily for fulfilling social duties. 

- Romantic ideal of marriage: Marriage is 
primarily for fulfilling personal desires.



Underneath each of them is this question: 
What's in it for me?



Proverbs 2:16-17

16 "Wisdom will save you also from the adulterous woman, 
from the wayward woman with her seductive words, 

17 who has left the partner of her youth 
and ignored the covenant she made before God."



Biblical marriage isn't a social commitment or a 
personal contract, but a Godward covenant.



Tim Keller

"A wedding is not a 
declaration of present love, 

but a promise of future love."
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her partner [Hebrew: alluwph]: "intimate friend", 
someone who is there for you as you go through life



Marriage is all about Gospel reenactment.



Here is what being story-oriented rules out

Believing in compatibility as key



Dr. Stanley Hauerwas

"The assumption is that there is someone just right for 
us to marry and that if we look closely enough we will 

find the right person. This moral assumption overlooks a 
crucial aspect to marriage: It fails to appreciate the fact 

that we always marry the wrong person. …



Dr. Stanley Hauerwas

…We never know whom we marry; we just think we do. 
Or even if we first marry the right person, just give it 

awhile and he or she will change. Marriage means we are 
not the same after we have entered it. The primary 
problem is…learning how to love and care for the 

stranger to whom you find yourself married."



Here's one thing that story-orientation rules in

It only takes one to begin healing



Otis Redding  |  "Try a little Tenderness"

Oh, she may be weary 
Young girls they do get weary 

Wearing that same old shaggy dress 
But when she gets weary 

Try a little tenderness



Otis Redding  |  "Try a little Tenderness"

… It's not just sentimental 
She has her grief and care 

But the soft words, they are spoke so gentle 
It makes it easier, easier to bear"
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Ernest Becker   |   "The Denial of Death"

"[When God is absent], the love partner becomes the 
divine ideal within which to fulfill one's life. All 

spiritual and moral needs now become focused in 
one individual…in one word, that love object 

becomes God. After all, what is it what we want when 
we elevate the love partner to the position of God? 

We want redemption—nothing less."
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John Tierney   |   "Picky, Picky, Picky"

"She mispronounced 'Goethe'." 
"If she would just lose 7 pounds." 

"Sure, he's a partner, but not a big firm, and 
He wears those short black socks." 

"Well, it started out great…beautiful face, great body, 
nice smile. Everything was going fine—until she 

turned around. He paused ominously and 
shook his head. 'She had dirty elbows'."



John Tierney   |   "Picky, Picky, Picky"

"A novelist/astronaut with a 
background in fashion modeling."
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"As soon as you're satisfied with God alone, 
he'll bring someone special into your life." 

"As a single you can wholeheartedly 
commit yourself to the Lord's work." 

"Before you can marry someone wonderful, God 
has to make you into someone wonderful."



Proverbs 2:17

"…and ignored the covenant 
she made before God."
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What is a covenant?  "a cutting"
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covenant: "A banquet of sacrifice"



George Herbert   |   Love III

Love bade me welcome, yet my soul drew back, 
Guilty of dust and sin 

But quick eyed Love, observing me grow slack 
From my first entrance in 

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 
If  I lack'd anything. …



George Herbert   |   Love III

… "A guest," I answered, "worthy to be here" 
Love said, "You shall be he." 

I, the unkind, the ungrateful? "Ah, my dear, 
I cannot look on thee." 

Love took my hand and smiling did reply, 
"Who made the eyes but I?" …



George Herbert   |   Love III

… "Truth, Lord, but I have marr'd them; let my shame 
Go where it doth deserve." 

"And know you not," says Love, "who bore the blame?" 
"My dear, then I will serve" …



George Herbert   |   Love III

… "You must sit down," says Love, "and taste my meat." 
So I did sit and eat.



Simone Weil

"Christ came down and 
took possession of me."



Simone Weil   |   Waiting for God

"In this sudden possession of me by 
Christ…I felt in the midst of my suffering 

the presence of a love, like that which one 
can read on the smile of a beloved face."




