


Proverbs 3:1-12; 4:10-19,23

1 My son, do not forget my teaching but keep my 
commands in your heart, 2 for they will prolong your life 

many years and bring you peace and prosperity. 3 Let love 
and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your 

neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. 4 Then you will 
win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man. …



Proverbs 3:1-12; 4:10-19,23

… 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; 6 in all your ways submit to him, 
and he will make your paths straight. 7 Do not be wise in 

your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. 8 This will bring 
health to your body and nourishment to your bones. …



Proverbs 3:1-12; 4:10-19,23

… 9 Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of 
all your crops; 10 then your barns will be filled to 

overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 
11 My son, do not despise the Lord's discipline, and do not 
resent his rebuke, 12 because the Lord disciplines those he 

loves, as a father the son he delights in. …



Proverbs 3:1-12; 4:10-19,23

… 10 Listen, my son, accept what I say, and the years of 
your life will be many. 11 I instruct you in the way of 

wisdom and lead you along straight paths. 12 When you 
walk, your steps will not be hampered; when you run, you 

will not stumble. 13 Hold on to instruction, do not let it 
go; guard it well, for it is your life. …



Proverbs 3:1-12; 4:10-19,23

… 14 Do not set foot on the path of the wicked or walk in 
the way of evildoers. 15 Avoid it, do not travel on it; turn 
from it and go on your way. 16 For they cannot rest until 

they do evil; they are robbed of sleep till they make 
someone stumble. 17 They eat the bread of wickedness 

and drink the wine of violence. …



Proverbs 3:1-12; 4:10-19,23

… 18 The path of the righteous is like the morning sun, 
shining ever brighter till the full light of day. 19 But the way 

of the wicked is like deep darkness; they do not know 
what makes them stumble. 23 Above all else, guard your 

heart, for everything you do flows from it.



"The Wisdom Project"  |  CNN

"I am taking you on a surprise trip and you need 
to pack for it—right now. Hurry home. 

But before you run off you need some answers, 
don't you? How long will we be gone? Are we 
leaving the country? How will we get there? 

Should you bring sunscreen or snowshoes? …



"The Wisdom Project"  |  CNN

… If you set a goal and just start climbing toward 
it—whether it's to get rich, become a college 

professor or learn to speak Portuguese—you will 
probably fail unless you have a realistic 

expectation of the path it takes. The trail is strewn 
with discouraging roadblocks and fool's gold, and 

is never in a straight line."



"The Wisdom Project"  |  CNN

"The truth is, you really need a map."
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Proverbs 3:5-6

5 "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding; 6 in 
all your ways submit to him, and he will 

make your paths straight."



The key to living a wise life is 
becoming a wise person.



Proverbs 4:14-16

14 "Do not set foot on the path of the wicked or walk 
in the way of evildoers. 15 Avoid it, do not travel on 

it; turn from it and go on your way. 16 For they 
cannot rest until they do evil; they are robbed of 

sleep till they make someone stumble."



Proverbs 4:19

"But the way of the wicked is like 
deep darkness; they do not know 

what makes them stumble."
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Proverbs 4:23

"Above all else, guard your heart, for 
everything you do flows from it."



What the heart wants is what 
creates your path.



Ernest Becker   |   "The Denial of Death"

"We still need to feel that our life matters in the 
scheme of things. We still want to merge ourselves 

with some higher, self-absorbing meaning…But if we 
no longer have God, how are we to do this? And of 
the first ways that occurred to the modern person, 

as Otto Rank saw, was the romantic solution. …



Ernest Becker   |   "The Denial of Death"

… The self-glorification we need in our innermost 
being we now look for in the love partner. What is it 
we look for when we elevate the love partner to this 

position? We want to be rid of our faults…of our 
feeling of nothingness. We want to be justified, to 

know our existence has not been in vain. …



Ernest Becker   |   "The Denial of Death"

… We want redemption, nothing less."
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Martin Luther

"At last meditating day and night, by the mercy of 
God, I...began to understand that the righteousness 
of God is that through which the righteous live by a 
gift of God, namely by faith… Here I felt as if I were 
entirely born again and had entered paradise itself 

through the gates that had been flung open."



Proverbs 4:18

"The path of the righteous is like the morning sun, 
shining ever brighter till the full light of day."



How do I apply this?

- Through a new kind of acceptance 
"Let love and faithfulness never leave you."  Proverbs 3:3
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