


Proverbs 8:1-5, 10-17, 22-36

1 Does not wisdom call out? 
Does not understanding raise her voice? 

2 At the highest point along the way, 
where the paths meet, she takes her stand; 

3 beside the gate leading into the city, 
at the entrance, she cries aloud: …



Proverbs 8:1-5, 10-17, 22-36

… 4 To you, O people, I call out; 
I raise my voice to all mankind. 

5 You who are simple, gain prudence; 
10 Choose my instruction instead of silver, 

knowledge rather than choice gold, 
11 for wisdom is more precious than rubies, 

and nothing you desire can compare with her. …



Proverbs 8:1-5, 10-17, 22-36

… 12 I, wisdom, dwell together with prudence; 
I possess knowledge and discretion. 

13 To fear the Lord is to hate evil; 
I hate pride and arrogance, 

evil behavior and perverse speech. 
14 Counsel and sound judgment are mine; 

I have insight, I have power. …



Proverbs 8:1-5, 10-17, 22-36

… 15 By me kings reign 
and rulers issue decrees that are just; 

16 by me princes govern, 
and nobles—all who rule on earth. 

17 I love those who love me, 
and those who seek me find me. …



Proverbs 8:1-5, 10-17, 22-36

… 22 The Lord brought me forth as the first of his works, 
before his deeds of old; 

23 I was formed long ages ago, 
at the very beginning, when the world came to be. 

24 When there were no watery depths, I was given birth, 
when there were no springs overflowing with water; …



Proverbs 8:1-5, 10-17, 22-36

… 25 before the mountains were settled in place, 
before the hills, I was given birth, 

26 before he made the world or its fields 
or any of the dust of the earth. 

27 I was there when he set the heavens in place, 
when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, …



Proverbs 8:1-5, 10-17, 22-36

… 28 when he established the clouds above 
and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, 

29 when he gave the sea its boundary 
so the waters would not overstep his command, 

and when he marked out the foundations of the earth. …



Proverbs 8:1-5, 10-17, 22-36

… 30 Then I was constantly at his side. 
I was filled with delight day after day, 

rejoicing always in his presence, 
31 rejoicing in his whole world 
and delighting in mankind. …



Proverbs 8:1-5, 10-17, 22-36

… 32 Now then, my children, listen to me; 
blessed are those who keep my ways. 

33 Listen to my instruction and be wise; 
do not disregard it. 

34 Blessed are those who listen to me, 
watching daily at my doors, 
waiting at my doorway. …



Proverbs 8:1-5, 10-17, 22-36

… 35 For those who find me find life 
and receive favor from the Lord. 

36 But those who fail to find me harm themselves; 
all who hate me love death.



Samuel Arbesman   |   "It's Complicated"

"For centuries, humans have been creating ever-more 
complicated systems, from the machines we live with to the 

informational systems and laws that keep our global 
civilization stitched together.  

The encroachment of technological complication through 
increased computerization has affected every aspect of our 

lives, from kitchen appliances to workout equipment. …



Samuel Arbesman   |   "It's Complicated"

… We are now living with the unintended consequences: 
a world we have created for ourselves that is too 

complicated for our humble human brains to handle. 
Anyone remember Y2K? It's true that the so-called 

Millennium Bug passed without serious complications, 
but the startling fact was that we couldn't be sure what 
would happen on 1 January 2000 because the systems 

involved were too complex."



"translator of truth"

Samuel Arbesman
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Proverbs 8:4, 10-11, 35-36

4 "To you, O people, I call out; 
I raise my voice to all mankind. 

10 Choose my instruction instead of silver, 
knowledge rather than choice gold, 

11 for wisdom is more precious than rubies, 
and nothing you desire can compare with her. 

35 For those who find me find life 
and receive favor from the Lord. 

36 But those who fail to find me harm themselves; 
all who hate me love death."



Cynthia Heimel   |   "Tongue in Chic" from Village Voice

"I pity celebrities, no I really do—Sylvester Stallone, Bruce 
Willis, and Barbara Streisand, were once perfectly 

pleasant human beings. But now their wrath is awful. I 
think when God wants to play a really rotten practical joke 
on you he grants you your deepest wish and then laughs 

merrily when you realize you want to kill yourself. You see 
Sly, Bruce, and Barbara wanted fame. They worked, they 

pushed and the morning after each of them became 
famous they wanted to take an overdose. …



Cynthia Heimel   |   "Tongue in Chic" from Village Voice

... Because that giant thing they were striving for, that 
fame thing that was going to make everything OK, that 

was going to make their lives bearable, that was going to 
provide them with personal fulfillment and happiness 

had happened and they were still them. The 
disillusionment turned them howling and insufferable."



Wisdom hates evil, hates pride, hates arrogance.

verse 13
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Proverbs 8:12

"I, wisdom, dwell together with prudence; 
I possess knowledge and discretion."
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This is what is under the hood of wisdom:

- knowledge 
which is knowing how things really work 

- prudence  
knowing how things really are 

- discretion  
knowing what to do about how things really work & really are



Gerhard von Rad

"True wisdom is becoming competent with 
regard to the realities of life."



Gerhard von Rad

"The wise person does the right thing, the 
correct thing, even when there are 

no rules that apply."



Proverbs 8:15-16

15 "By me kings reign 
and rulers issue decrees that are just; 

16 by me princes govern, 
and nobles—all who rule on earth."



Wisdom answers the how questions of life.



Proverbs 8:36

"But those who fail to find me harm themselves; 
all who hate me love death."



Why We Need Wisdom

How We Get Wisdom

Why It's So Hard to Find Wisdom



Proverbs 8:22-23, 25-27, 30-31

22 "The Lord brought me forth as the first of his works, 
before his deeds of old; 

23 I was formed long ages ago, 
at the very beginning, when the world came to be. 

25 before the mountains were settled in place, 
before the hills, I was given birth, 

26 before he made the world or its fields 
or any of the dust of the earth. …



Proverbs 8:22-23, 25-27, 30-31

… 27 I was there when he set the heavens in place, 
when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep. 

30 Then I was constantly at his side. 
I was filled with delight day after day, 

rejoicing always in his presence, 
31 rejoicing in his whole world 
and delighting in mankind."



John 1:14

"The Logos became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 

the glory of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth."
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