
NEHEMIAH 4:7-14, 6:1-3

"When Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites, 
and the Ashdodites heard that the repairs of the 
walls of Jerusalem were going so well—that the 
breaks in the wall were being fixed—they were 

absolutely furious. They put their heads together 
and decided to fight against Jerusalem and create 

as much trouble as they could. …



NEHEMIAH 4:7-14, 6:1-3

… We countered with prayer to our God and set a 
round-the-clock guard against them. But soon word 

was going around in Judah, The builders are 
pooped, the rubbish piles up; We're in over our 

heads, we can't build this wall. …



NEHEMIAH 4:7-14, 6:1-3

… And all this time our enemies were saying, "They 
won't know what hit them. Before they know it we'll be 
at their throats, killing them right and left. That will put 
a stop to the work!" The Jews who were their neighbors 
kept reporting, "They have us surrounded; they're going 
to attack!" If we heard it once, we heard it ten times. …



NEHEMIAH 4:7-14, 6:1-3

… So I stationed armed guards at the most 
vulnerable places of the wall and assigned people by 

families with their swords, lances, and bows. After 
looking things over I stood up and spoke to the 

nobles, officials, and everyone else: "Don't be afraid 
of them. Put your minds on the Master, great and 
awesome, and then fight for your brothers, your 

sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes. …



NEHEMIAH 4:7-14, 6:1-3

When Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the 
rest of our enemies heard that I had rebuilt the wall 

and that there were no more breaks in it—even 
though I hadn't yet installed the gates— Sanballat 
and Geshem sent this message: "Come and meet 

with us at Kephirim in the valley of Ono." …



NEHEMIAH 4:7-14, 6:1-3

… I knew they were scheming to hurt me so I sent 
messengers back with this: "I'm doing a great work; I 

can't come down. Why should the work come to a 
standstill just so I can come down to see you?"



He stood somewhere

He harnessed something
He ignored someone



He stood somewhere

He harnessed something
He ignored someone



"So I stationed armed guards at the most 
vulnerable places of the wall and assigned people 

by families with their swords, lances, and bows. 
After looking things over I stood up and spoke to 

the nobles, officials, and everyone else…"

NEHEMIAH 4:13-14



"So I stationed armed guards at the most 
vulnerable places of the wall and assigned people 

by families with their swords, lances, and bows. 
After looking things over I stood up and spoke to 

the nobles, officials, and everyone else…"

NEHEMIAH 4:13-14



He harnessed the 
power of the ordinary.



He stood somewhere

He harnessed something
He ignored someone



NEHEMIAH 4:7

"When Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites, 
and the Ashdodites heard that the repairs of the walls 

of Jerusalem were going so well—that the breaks in the 
wall were being fixed—they were absolutely furious."



What is at stake?



NEHEMIAH 4:7

"When [they] heard that the repairs of the 
walls of Jerusalem were going so well—that 

the breaks in the wall were being fixed."



NEHEMIAH 4:14

"Don't be afraid of them.  
Put your minds on the Master, great and awesome…"



He stood somewhere

He harnessed something
He ignored someone



NEHEMIAH 6:2

"I'm doing a great work;  
I can't come down."



ISAIAH 58:12

"Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins 
    and will raise up the age-old foundations; 
you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, 

    Restorer of Streets with Dwellings."




