
Hebrews 11:8-10

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a 
place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though 
he did not know where he was going. 9 By 
faith he made his home in the promised 
land like a stranger in a foreign country…



Hebrews 11:8-10

he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, 
who were heirs with him of the same 

promise. 10 For he was looking forward to 
the city with foundations, whose  
architect and builder is God. …



Hebrews 12:18-29

18 You have not come to a mountain that 
can be touched and that is burning with 

fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19 to a 
trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking 

words that those who heard it begged that 
no further word be spoken to them, …



Hebrews 12:18-29

20 because they could not bear what was 
commanded: "If even an animal touches 

the mountain, it must be stoned to 
death." 21 The sight was so terrifying that 
Moses said, "I am trembling with fear." 
22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to 

the city of the living God, …



Hebrews 12:18-29

the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to 
thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful 

assembly, 23 to the church of the 
firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. 
You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the 

spirits of the righteous made perfect, …



Hebrews 12:18-29

24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, 
and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 

better word than the blood of Abel. 25 See 
to it that you do not refuse him who 

speaks. If they did not escape when they 
refused him who warned them on earth, …



Hebrews 12:18-29

how much less will we, if we turn away from him 
who warns us from heaven? 26 At that time his 

voice shook the earth, but now he has 
promised, "Once more I will shake not only the 
earth but also the heavens." 27 The words "once 

more" indicate the removing of what can be 
shaken—that is, created things…



Hebrews 12:18-29

so that what cannot be shaken may 
remain. 28 Therefore, since we are 

receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship 

God acceptably with reverence and 
awe, 29 for our "God is a consuming fire." …



Hebrews 13:11-14

11 The high priest carries the blood of 
animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin 

offering, but the bodies are burned 
outside the camp. 12 And so Jesus also 

suffered outside the city gate to make the 
people holy through his own blood. …



Hebrews 13:11-14

13 Let us, then, go to him outside the 
camp, bearing the disgrace he 

bore. 14 For here we do not have an 
enduring city, but we are looking for 

the city that is to come.





WHAT IS THE CITY OF GOD ?

WHY DO WE NEED IT ?

WHAT DOES IT DO TO US ?

HOW CAN WE BECOME  
A CITIZEN OF IT ?
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Hebrews 11:10

For he was looking forward  
to the city with foundations,  

whose architect and builder is God.



Revelation 21:1-4

1 Then I saw "a new heaven and a new 
earth," for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and there was no longer any 
sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 
as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice  

from the throne saying, …



Revelation 21:1-4

"Look! God's dwelling place is now among the 
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be 

his people, and God himself will be with them 
and be their God. 4 'He will wipe every tear from 

their eyes. There will be no more death' or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 

things has passed away."



WHAT IS THE CITY OF GOD ?

WHY DO WE NEED IT ?

WHAT DOES IT DO TO US ?

HOW CAN WE BECOME  
A CITIZEN OF IT ?



Hebrews 12:22-23

22 "But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have 
come to thousands upon thousands of angels in 

joyful assembly, 23 to the church of the 
firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You 

have come to God, the Judge of all,  
to the spirits of the righteous made perfect…"



"The facts make clear that singing these 
songs did serve to deepen the capacity for 

endurance and the absorption of suffering…It 
taught a people how to ride high in life, to 
look squarely in the face those facts that 

argue most dramatically against all hope…

Howard Thurman



and to use those facts as raw material out 
of which they fashioned a hope that the 

environment, with all its cruelty,  
could not crush."

Howard Thurman



"In the end, for such a secular view, the present 
moment is all there is—man…becomes a prisoner 
in a tight world of momentary events—no more 
and no less. For these slave singers, such a view 

was completely unsatisfactory and it was therefore 
thoroughly and decisively rejected. …

Howard Thurman



And this is the miracle of their achievement, 
causing them to take their place alongside the 

great creative religious thinkers of the human race. 
They made a worthless life,  

the life of chattel poverty…worth living!"

Howard Thurman



WHAT IS THE CITY OF GOD ?

WHY DO WE NEED IT ?

WHAT DOES IT DO TO US ?

HOW CAN WE BECOME  
A CITIZEN OF IT ?



Hebrews 12:22

But you have come to Mount Zion,  
to the city of the living God,  

the heavenly Jerusalem.



Hebrews 12:22

But you have come to Mount Zion,  
to the city of the living God,  

the heavenly Jerusalem.



THAT TENSION MEANS WE  
WILL NEVER FIT IN, IN TWO WAYS

We won’t always fit in politically. 



THAT TENSION MEANS WE  
WILL NEVER FIT IN, IN TWO WAYS

We won’t always fit in politically. 

We won’t always fit in socially.



"Christians are indistinguishable from other men 
either by nationality, language or customs. They 

do not inhabit separate cities of their own, or 
speak a strange dialect, or follow some 
outlandish way of life. And yet there is 

something extraordinary about their lives. …

The Letter to Diognetus



They live in their own countries as though they 
were only passing through. They play their full role 

as citizens, but labor under all the disabilities of 
aliens. Any country can be their homeland, but for 

them their homeland, wherever it may be,  
is a foreign country. …

The Letter to Diognetus



Like others, they marry and have children,  
but they do not expose them.  

They share their meals, but not their wives." 

The Letter to Diognetus



WHAT IS THE CITY OF GOD ?

WHY DO WE NEED IT ?

WHAT DOES IT DO TO US ?

HOW CAN WE BECOME  
A CITIZEN OF IT ?



Hebrews 13:12-13

12 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city 
gate to make the people holy through his own 

blood.13 Let us, then, go to him outside the 
camp, bearing the disgrace he bore.



Hebrews 13:12-13

12 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city 
gate to make the people holy through his own 

blood.13 Let us, then, go to him outside the 
camp, bearing the disgrace he bore.





"I seek a place that can never be destroyed, one 
that is pure, and that fadeth not away, and it is laid 

up in heaven, and safe there, to be given, at the 
time appointed, to them that seek it with all their 

heart. Read it so, if you will, in my book."

The Pilgrim's Progress



"This hill, though high, I long to ascend;  
The difficulty will not me offend.  

For I perceive the way to life lies here.  
Come, pluck up, heart; let's neither faint nor fear.  

Better, though difficult, the right way to go,  
Than wrong, though easy, where the end is woe."

The Pilgrim's Progress




