
Hebrews 11:1-6

1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope 
for and assurance about what we do not 

see. 2 This is what the ancients were 
commended for. 3 By faith we understand that 

the universe was formed at God's 
command, so that what is seen was not made 
out of what was visible. 4 By faith Abel brought 

God a better offering than Cain did. …



Hebrews 11:1-6

By faith he was commended as righteous, 
when God spoke well of his offerings. And 
by faith Abel still speaks, even though he 
is dead. 5 By faith Enoch was taken from 

this life, so that he did not experience 
death: "He could not be found, because 

God had taken him away." …



Hebrews 11:1-6

For before he was taken, he was commended 
as one who pleased God. 6 And without faith 

it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him must believe that 

he exists and that he rewards those who 
earnestly seek him. …



Hebrews 11:8-10

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a 
place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though 
he did not know where he was going. 9 By 
faith he made his home in the promised 

land like a stranger in a foreign country; …



Hebrews 11:8-10

he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, 
who were heirs with him of the same 

promise. 10 For he was looking forward 
to the city with foundations, whose 

architect and builder is God. …



Hebrews 11:32-40

32 And what more shall I say? I do not have 
time to tell about Gideon, Barak, 

Samson and Jephthah, about David and 
Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through 
faith conquered kingdoms, administered 

justice, and gained what was promised; who 
shut the mouths of lions, … 



Hebrews 11:32-40

34 quenched the fury of the flames, and 
escaped the edge of the sword; whose 

weakness was turned to strength; and who 
became powerful in battle and routed 

foreign armies. 35 Women received back 
their dead, raised to life again. There were 

others who were tortured, …



Hebrews 11:32-40

refusing to be released so that they might gain an 
even better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and 

flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They 
were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in 

two; they were killed by the sword. They went about 
in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute,  

persecuted and mistreated …



Hebrews 11:32-40

38 the world was not worthy of them. 
39 These were all commended for their faith, 

yet none of them received what had been 
promised, 40 since God had planned 

something better for us so that only together 
with us would they be made perfect. …



Hebrews 12:1-3

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by 
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off everything that hinders and the sin that 

so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for 

us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith. …



Hebrews 12:1-3

For the joy set before him he endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 

the right hand of the throne of God. 
3 Consider him who endured such opposition 

from sinners, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.





WHAT IS FAITH?

HOW DO WE GET IT?



WHAT IS FAITH?

HOW DO WE GET IT?



Faith looks like 
belief in a Creator



" 'You', your joys and your sorrows, your 
memories and your ambitions, your sense of  
personal identity and free will, are in fact no 

more than the behavior of a vast assembly of nerve 
cells and their associated molecules."

Dr. Francis Crick  
"The Astonishing Hypothesis"



"You can't truly be in love with a girl, if you know 
(and keep on remembering) that you believe that 

all the beauties of both her person and of her 
character are an accidental pattern produced by 
the collision of atoms, and your own response to 

them is a kind of psychic phosphorescence arising 
from the behavior of your genes. …

C.S. Lewis | "Present Concerns"



You can't go on getting any pleasure from music if 
you know and remember the air of significance is a 

pure illusion, that you like it because your own 
nervous system is irrationally conditioned to like 

it…[in the end], you will be forced to feel the 
hopeless disharmony between your own emotions 

and the universe in which you really live."

C.S. Lewis | "Present Concerns"



Hebrews 11:3

By faith we understand that the 
universe was formed at God's 

command, so that what is seen was not 
made out of what was visible.



Faith looks like 
listening to the 

oppressed



Hebrews 11:4

And by faith Abel still speaks, even 
though he is dead.



"The blood of Abel says that God takes account of 
the injustices perpetrated against the innocent and 

that one day they will be avenged. Abel, being 
dead, yet speaks; his blood cries from the ground, 

and not merely his, but the blood of all the 
innocents ever slain… God has appointed a day 

in which he will settle accounts, …

James Burton Coffman



and nothing can show the necessity of such a thing 
any more than the blood of Abel. No punishment 

of Cain could bring Abel back. He sank into the 
grave while the swift centuries fled, while Cain 

went out to build a city and continue his posterity 
in the earth. What about Abel?"

James Burton Coffman



Faith considers  
where our reward  

comes from



Hebrews 11:5-6

5 For before he was taken, he was 
commended as one who pleased God. 6 And 
without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards 

those who earnestly seek him.



To please God is

to believe that 
your reward  

is God.



Faith looks like 
living like a 

stranger at home



Hebrews 11:8-9

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a 
place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he 
did not know where he was going. 9 By faith 

he made his home in the promised land like a 
stranger in a foreign country.



Abraham lived at  
home like a  
stranger.



TEENAGER





Hebrews 11:10

For he was looking forward to the 
city with foundations, whose architect 

and builder is God. 



Faith looks like 
breaking through
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Living by Faith

Who through faith conquered kingdoms? 
Joshua 

Who administered justice?  
Samuel 

Who gained what was promised?  
David



Living by Faith
Who shut the mouths of lions?  



Living by Faith
Who shut the mouths of lions?  

Daniel 



Living by Faith
Who shut the mouths of lions?  

Daniel 

Who quenched the fury of the flames?  



Living by Faith
Who shut the mouths of lions?  

Daniel 

Who quenched the fury of the flames?  
Daniel’s friends 



Living by Faith
Who shut the mouths of lions?  

Daniel 

Who quenched the fury of the flames?  
Daniel’s friends 

Women who received back their dead?  



Living by Faith
Who shut the mouths of lions?  

Daniel 

Who quenched the fury of the flames?  
Daniel’s friends 

Women who received back their dead?  
The widow of Zarephath and  

the Shunnamite woman



Hebrews 11:35

"There were others…" 
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HOW DO WE GET IT?



Hebrews 11:35-37

35 There were others who were tortured, 
refusing to be released so that they might 
gain an even better resurrection. 36 Some 
faced jeers and flogging, and even chains 

and imprisonment. 37 They were put to 
death by stoning; they were sawed in two; 

they were killed by the sword.



Antiochus Epiphanes



Hebrews 11:35

"… an even better resurrection."



Hebrews 12:1-3

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by 
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off everything that hinders and the sin that 

so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for 

us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith. …



Hebrews 12:1-3

For the joy set before him he endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 

the right hand of the throne of God. 
3 Consider him who endured such opposition 

from sinners, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.




