
7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy 
people: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for 

all of you, because your faith is being reported all over the 
world. 9 God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the gospel of 

his Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you 10 in my 
prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God’s will the 

way may be opened for me to come to you. …

Romans 1 : 7 - 17



11 I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual 
gift to make you strong—12 that is, that you and I may be 

mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. 13 I do not want you to 
be unaware, brothers and sisters, that I planned many times to 

come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until 
now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I 
have had among the other Gentiles. 14 I am obligated both to 
Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. …

Romans 1 : 7 - 17



15 That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you 
who are in Rome. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel,  
because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 

everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the 
Gentile. 17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is 
revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to 

last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”

Romans 1 : 7 - 17





Should faith be kept private?



“Religion becomes dangerous when 
it is more than a private matter. …”

Anonymous Oxford Student



“For those religious people for whom public expression is an 
integral part of their faith, the question remains as to why 

such proselytizing is necessary. Surely it speaks to the 
insecurity of a religious group that it feels that the only way 
to preserve its role in society is to shove its beliefs down the 

throat of an unsuspecting populace. Public preaching is 
rarely effective – if a person feels like something is missing in 

their lives, they will do their own research. …”

Anonymous Oxford Student



“The Internet provides an infinite 
resource for the religiously curious. …”

Anonymous Oxford Student
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A Public Declaration  
(It’s for Those Out There)



I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and 
sisters, that I planned many times to come to you

Romans 1 : 13 



I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, 
both to the wise and the foolish.

Romans 1 : 14



That is why I am so eager to preach the 
gospel also to you who are in Rome.

Romans 1 : 15 



The Gospel obligates 
you to the world 



Why?



For God’s sake



For people’s sake





“If we long to be in the world who God is, then 
somehow, our compassion has to find its way into 
the [public]. When those in that van were caught 

and I found I knew them, it was excruciating to not 
be able to hate them.  

But they were sheep without a shepherd…and for 
lack of someone to reveal the truth to them, they 

had evaded healing, and the task of returning them 
to themselves got more hardened and difficult.”

Father Gregory Boyle 
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That is why I am so eager to preach the 
gospel also to you who are in Rome.

Romans 1 : 15 



“To cities filled with the homeless and impoverished, 
Christianity offered charity as well as hope. To cities filled with 
newcomers and strangers, Christianity offered an immediate 

basis for attachment. To cities filled with orphans and widows, 
Christianity provided a new and expanded sense of family.  
To cities torn by violent ethnic strife, Christianity offered a 

new basis for social solidarity . . . For what they brought was 
not simply an urban movement, but a new culture”

Rodney Stark 
The Rise of Christianity



Sex and Family



Money



Race



Jew and Gentile
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“Jesus says if you love those who love you, big wow (which I 
believe is the original Greek)…but to love the enemy and find 

some spaciousness for the victimizer, as well as the victim, 
resembles more the expansive compassion of God. That’s why 

you do it: To be in the world who God is. And here, finally, is what 
we seek: A compassion that can stand in awe at what the poor 

have to carry rather than stand in judgment at how they carry it.”

Father Gregory Boyle 



for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, being justified as a gift by His grace 
through the redemption which is in Christ 

Jesus; whom God displayed publicly 

Romans 3 : 25 



When God had disarmed the rulers and 
authorities, He made a public display of them, 
having triumphed over them through Jesus.

Colossians 2 : 15 



Jesus Christ was publicly 
portrayed as crucified

Galatians 3 : 1 


