
1 Then the high priest asked Stephen, 
"Are these charges true?" 

2 To this he replied: "Brothers and fathers, listen 
to me! The God of glory appeared to our father 

Abraham while he was still in Mesopotamia, 
before he lived in Harran. 3 'Leave your 
country and your people,' God said, 'and 

go to the land I will show you.' …

excerpts from Acts 7



… 23 When Moses was forty years old, he decided to 
visit his own people, the Israelites. 24 He saw one 
of them being mistreated by an Egyptian, so he 
went to his defense and avenged him by killing 

the Egyptian. 25 Moses thought that his own 
people would realize that God was using 

him to rescue them, but they did not. …

excerpts from Acts 7



… 26 The next day Moses came upon two 
Israelites who were fighting. He tried to reconcile 

them by saying, 'Men, you are brothers; why do 
you want to hurt each other?' 

35 This is the same Moses they had rejected 
with the words, 'Who made you 

ruler and judge?' …

excerpts from Acts 7



… He was sent to be their ruler and deliverer by 
God himself, through the angel who appeared to 
him in the bush. 36 He led them out of Egypt and 

performed wonders and signs in Egypt, at the 
Red Sea and for forty years in the wilderness. 

39 But our ancestors refused to obey him. 
Instead, they rejected him and in their 

hearts turned back to Egypt. …

excerpts from Acts 7



… 51 You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and 
ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like 

your ancestors: You always resist the Holy 
Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet your 

ancestors did not persecute? …

excerpts from Acts 7



… They even killed those who predicted the 
coming of the Righteous One. And now you 

have betrayed and murdered him— 53 you who 
have received the law that was given 

through angels but have not obeyed it." …

excerpts from Acts 7



… 54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, 
they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 
55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to 

heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 "Look," he 

said, "I see heaven open and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God." …

excerpts from Acts 7



… 57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling 
at the top of their voices, they all rushed at 

him, 58 dragged him out of the city and 
began to stone him. Meanwhile, the 

witnesses laid their coats at the feet of 
a young man named Saul. …

excerpts from Acts 7



… 59 While they were stoning him, Stephen 
prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 

60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, 
"Lord, do not hold this sin against them." 

When he had said this, he fell asleep.

excerpts from Acts 7
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They produced false witnesses, who 
testified, "This fellow never stops 
speaking against this holy place 

and against the law."

Acts 6:13



Then the high priest asked Stephen, 
"Are these charges true?"

Acts 7:1



"the Righteous One"

Acts 7:52



"Don't kill the comedian. There’s a 
lot of people out here doing really bad 

things and every time a comedian says 
anything, says something about 

peanuts, [people say], 'You're peanut-
shaming!' [A comedian] says something 

about dolphins [people say], 'Oh [man], 
you're a dolphin-shamer.'"

Jamie Foxx
CNN 

June 3, 
2017



"Religion is not unlike racism. One 
version of it inspires and provokes the 

other. Religion has been an enormous 
multiplier of tribal suspicion and 

hatred."

Christopher Hitchens

"God is Not Great: How Religion 
Poisons Everything"
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Moses thought that his own people would 
realize that God was using him to rescue 

them, but they did not.

Acts 7:25



36 He led them out of Egypt and performed 
wonders and signs in Egypt, at the Red Sea and 

for forty years in the wilderness. 
39 But our ancestors refused to obey him. 

Instead, they rejected him and in their 
hearts turned back to Egypt.

Acts 7:36, 39



People always resist the very thing 
that God sends to save them.
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You stiff-necked people!

Acts 7:51

"a throat that can't swallow."
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Dr. David Benner

"The Christian God is unlike any god 
humans could ever imagine. The great 

distinctive of the love of the Christian god 
is that there are no strings attached to it. 

God simply loves humans. The Christian 
god of grace stands in stark contrast to 

the vindictive, whimsical, threatening and 
often capricious gods of other religions. 

Only the Lord God unconditionally 
cherishes human 

beings. …
Surrender 

to Love



Dr. David Benner

… Only the Lord God forgives all our 
offenses and teaches us how to forgive 

ourselves. Only the Lord God provides 
everything he demands. Only the Lord 

God offers the life of his own Son for the 
salvation of His people. The Lord God's 

persistent habit of relating to humans 
with grace is the best news the human 

race has ever received."
Surrender 

to Love



Dr. David Benner

"While one might expect humans to 
receive the news that God is 

unequivocally for us as good news, in 
reality we do not. We have such an 

inborn tendency to run our own life and 
to pay our own way that unconditional 

love is both unbelievable and terrifying. In 
short, we want nothing of it. …

Surrender 
to Love



Dr. David Benner

… The reason for this is that such 
love demands surrender. The Christian 

god comes to us as wholly other—so 
different from the gods of my 

imagination, so far beyond my control. 
Encountering such a God is terrifying 

because encountering perfect love is an 
invitation to abandon ego. A god of our 

own making would be much 
less terrifying. … Surrender 

to Love



Dr. David Benner

… But such a god could not offer 
me what I most deeply need—release 

from my fears and healing of my 
brokenness." 

Surrender 
to Love
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"like the face of an angel"

Acts 6:15



"Look," he said, "I see heaven open and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God."

Acts 7:56



Samwise Gamgee: "Captain 
Faramir, you have shown your quality, 

sir—the very highest." 

Faramir: "The praise from the 
praiseworthy is above all rewards."

 The Lord of the Rings:  
The Two Towers
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"Lord, do not hold this sin against them."

Acts 7:60




