
JEREMIAH 1 : 1 - 15, 17 - 19

1 The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the 
priests at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin. 2 The 
word of the Lord came to him in the thirteenth year of 
the reign of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah, 3 and 
through the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of 

Judah, down to the fifth month of the eleventh year of 
Zedekiah son of Josiah king of Judah, when the people 

of Jerusalem went into exile. 4 The word of 
the Lord came to me, saying, …



JEREMIAH 1 : 1 - 15, 17 - 19

5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before 
you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a 
prophet to the nations." 6 "Alas, Sovereign Lord," I 

said, "I do not know how to speak; I am too young." 
7 But the Lord said to me, "Do not say, 'I am too 
young.' You must go to everyone I send you to  
and say whatever I command you. 8 Do not be 

afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue   
you," declares the Lord. …



JEREMIAH 1 : 1 - 15, 17 - 19

9 Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my 
mouth and said to me, "I have put my words in your 
mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and 
kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and 

overthrow, to build and to plant." 11 The word of 
the Lord came to me: "What do you see, Jeremiah?"  

"I see the branch of an almond tree," I replied. 
12 The Lord said to me, "You have seen correctly, for  

I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled." …



JEREMIAH 1 : 1 - 15, 17 - 19

13 The word of the Lord came to me again: "What do 
you see?" "I see a pot that is boiling," I answered. "It 
is tilting toward us from the north." 14 The Lord said 

to me, "From the north disaster will be poured out on 
all who live in the land. 15 I am about to summon all 

the peoples of the northern kingdoms," declares 
the Lord. 17 "Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to 

them whatever I command you. …
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A BETTER IDENTITY

DEEPER JUSTICE

FUTURE HOPE 



A BETTER IDENTITY



JEREMIAH 1 : 4 - 5

The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

before you were born I set you apart;





PROVERBS 14 : 10

Each heart knows its own bitterness, 
and no one else can share its joy.



"My identity does not begin when I begin to understand 
myself. There is something previous to what I think about 

myself, and it is what God thinks about me. That means that 
everything I think and feel is by nature a response, and the 
one to whom I respond is God. I never speak the first word. 
I never make the first move. Jeremiah's life didn't begin with 
Jeremiah. Jeremiah's salvation didn't begin with Jeremiah. 
Jeremiah's truth didn't start with Jeremiah. He entered the 

world in which the essential parts of his existence were 
already ancient history. So do we."

EUGENE PETERSON 
RUN WITH THE HORSES



JEREMIAH 1 : 19

"They will fight against you but will not 
overcome you, for I am with you and will 

rescue you," declares the Lord.





A BETTER IDENTITY

DEEPER JUSTICE



JEREMIAH 1 : 10

See, today I appoint you over nations and 
kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy 

and overthrow, to build and to plant."



WHAT ARE THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
CALLED TO SPEAK TO?



EVERYTHING



SHALOM MEANS THE WAY 

THINGS OUGHT TO BE



"the world is not like a lava cone, the product of powerful 
random eruptions, but rather like a fabric…If you throw 

thousands of pieces of thread onto a table, no fabric results. 
The threads must be rightly and intimately related to one 

another in literally a million ways. Each thread must go over, 
under, around, and through the others at thousands of 

points. Only then do you get a fabric that is beautiful and 
strong, that covers, fits, holds, shelters, and delights."

DR. TIMOTHY KELLER 
GENEROUS JUSTICE



TO DO JUSTICE IS TO  
RE-WEAVE THE WORLD



A BETTER IDENTITY

DEEPER JUSTICE

FUTURE HOPE 



JEREMIAH 1 : 11 - 12

The word of the Lord came to me: "What do you see, 
Jeremiah?" "I see the branch of an almond tree," I 

replied. The Lord said to me, "You have seen correctly, 
for I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled."



JEREMIAH 31 : 31 - 34

"The days are coming," declares the Lord, "when I will 
make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with 

the people of Judah. It will not be like the covenant  
I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 

hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my 
covenant, though I was a husband to them," declares  

the Lord. "This is the covenant I will make with the 
people of Israel after that time," declares the Lord. …



JEREMIAH 31 : 31 - 34

"I will put my law in their minds and write it on their 
hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 
No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one 
another, 'Know the Lord,' because they will all know   
me, from the least of them to the greatest," declares 
the Lord. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will 

remember their sins no more."




