
3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and 
blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for 

the time is near. 9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation 
and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on 

the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day…

Revelation 1 : 3, 9-10



1 After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And 
the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, 
"Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this."  

2 At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, 
with one seated on the throne. 3 And he who sat there had the 

appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was a 
rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. …

Revelation 4 : 1-11



4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the 
thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with 
golden crowns on their heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of 

lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the 
throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven 

spirits of God, 6 and before the throne there was as it were a 
sea of glass, like crystal. …

Revelation 4 : 1-11



And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living 
creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: 7 the first living creature like a 

lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with the 
face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. 8 And 
the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all 

around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, "Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!" …

Revelation 4 : 1-11



9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to 
him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the 

twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and 
worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the 
throne, saying, 11  "Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 

honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will 
they existed and were created."

Revelation 4 : 1-11
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After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And 
the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, 
"Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this."

Revelation 4 : 1
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…and before the throne there was as it were 
a sea of glass, like crystal.

Revelation 4 : 6



"Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 
who was and is and is to come!"

Revelation 4 : 8
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"But our citizenship is in heaven…"

Philippians 3 : 20



11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to 

live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory 

of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Titus 2 : 11-13



" In the twilight of the age of sin and death, we are to cast off the works 
of sin and death and manifest the works of restoration and new creation 
that belong to the age to come. As the old age characterized by rebellion 
to God passes away, we are to anticipate the age to come by living lives 

of radical obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ here and now. …

Bryan Zahnd | Beauty Will Save the World



It is in this way that we are a prophetic people. We are not a prophetic 
people by acting like a band of psychics making predictions about future 
events that belong to this age; we are a prophetic people when we bear 

prophetic witness to the age to come by living it here and now."

Bryan Zahnd | Beauty Will Save the World



"When I was eighteen (1902), a year after my conversion, I was seated in 
a streetcar in a southern city….. with a very dignified and greatly beloved 
teacher, Miss Nellie Logan, when an African-American woman got in the 

car. Instinctively I arose, lifted my hat, and offered her my seat. My 
teacher friend blushed and a titter went through the streetcar. …

E. Stanley Jones | The Unshakable Kingdom and the Unchanging Person



That just wasn't done at that time! But I was taking off my hat to the 
future and greeting it from afar— sixty-eight years before it happened. 

I was already in the Kingdom of the future."

E. Stanley Jones | The Unshakable Kingdom and the Unchanging Person




