


Psalm 84:1-12

1 How lovely is your dwelling place, 
O Lord of hosts! 

2 My soul longs, yes, faints 
for the courts of the Lord; 

my heart and flesh sing for joy 
to the living God. …

A Psalm of the Sons of Korah



Psalm 84:1-12

… 3 Even the sparrow finds a home, 
and the swallow a nest for herself, 

where she may lay her young, 
at your altars, O Lord of hosts, 

my King and my God. 
4 Blessed are those who dwell in your house, 

ever singing your praise! ….



Psalm 84:1-12

… 5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 
in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

6 As they go through the Valley of Baca 
they make it a place of springs; 

the early rain also covers it with pools. 
7 They go from strength to strength; 

each one appears before God in Zion. …



Psalm 84:1-12

… 8 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; 
give ear, O God of Jacob! 

9 Behold our shield, O God; 
look on the face of your anointed! 

10 For a day in your courts is better 
than a thousand elsewhere. 

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my 
God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. …



Psalm 84:1-12

… 11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield; 
the Lord bestows favor and honor. 

No good thing does he withhold 
from those who walk uprightly. 

12 O Lord of hosts, 
blessed is the one who trusts in you!
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Psalm 84

"blessed is the one who trusts in you"



blessed [Hebrew: esher]: happy, content, fulfilled
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Psalm 84:6-7

"As they go through the Valley of Baca 
they make it a place of springs… 

They go from strength to strength…"



Valley of Baca: the Valley of Weeping



Psalm 46:4

"There is a river whose streams 
make glad the city of God."
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The Practice

Long for Home

"Blessed are those who dwell in your house, 
ever singing your praise!" 

Psalm 84:4
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Long for Home 
Carve a Road

"Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 
in whose heart are the highways to Zion." 

Psalm 84:5



The Practice

Long for Home 
Carve a Road

"Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 
in whose heart are the highways." 

Psalm 84:5



"The mouth is not a door through which any evil 
enters. The ears are such doors as are the eyes. 

The mouth is a door only for exit. What was it that 
they (The Desert Fathers) feared to let go out? 

What was it which someone might steal out of their 
hearts, as a thief takes the steed from the stable 

when the door is left open? It can have been 
nothing else than the force of religious emotion."



Silence guards the inner fire.



Diodachus

"When the door of the steam bath is 
continually left open, the heat inside rapidly 
escapes through it; likewise, the soul, in its 
desire to say many things, lets out speech, 

even though everything it says may be good. …



Diodachus

… Timely silence then, is precious, for 
it is nothing less than the mother of 

wisest thoughts."
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The Practice

Long for Home 
Carve a Road 
Walk Uprightly 

"No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly. 
O Lord of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you!" 

Psalm 84:11-12
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Psalm 84:10

"For a day in your courts is better 
than a thousand elsewhere. 

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my 
God than dwell in the tents of wickedness."



a Psalm of the Sons of Korah



Numbers 16:26-27,31-32

26 And [Moses] spoke to the congregation, saying, 
"Depart, please, from the tents of these wicked men, 
and touch nothing of theirs, lest you be swept away 

with all their sins." 27 So they got away from the 
dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. And [they] 
came out and stood at the door of their tents. …



Numbers 16:26-27,31-32

… 31 And as soon as he had finished speaking all 
these words, the ground under them split apart. 

32 And the earth opened its mouth and swallowed 
them up, with their households and all the people 

who belonged to Korah and all their goods.
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"On Christian Happiness" by Jonathan Edwards

Your bad things will turn out for good. 

Your good things can never be taken 
away from you. 

Your best things are yet to come.




