


Matthew 28:1-10,16-20

1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the 
week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 

look at the tomb. 2 There was a violent earthquake, for 
an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, 

going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes 
were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of 
him that they shook and became like dead men. …



… 5 The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for 
I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 

crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he 
said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the 

dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you 
will see him.' Now I have told you."…

Matthew 28:1-10,16-20



… 8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, 
afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. 
"Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped 

his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to 
them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers 

to go to Galilee; there they will see me." …

Matthew 28:1-10,16-20



… 16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, 
to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 

go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came 
to them and said, "All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. …

Matthew 28:1-10,16-20



… 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age."

Matthew 28:1-10,16-20



You have a better future  
than you could ever believe

You have a better past  
than you know

You have a better present  
than you see



You have a better future  
than you could ever believe

You have a better past  
than you know

You have a better present  
than you see



In the short lifetime of Jesus, 
there were around 15 different 

Messianic movements in Israel.



The Jews were the least likely 
to believe one person alone 

would be resurrected.



Looking at the actions of Jesus' 
followers on that Easter Sunday.



Celsus: one of the earliest and 
strongest critics of Christianity



- Celsus

Christianity should not be believed 
because the Gospel accounts rest on 

the testimony of women.



Why by name?



This is how ancient 
writers did history.



You have a better future  
than you could ever believe

You have a better past  
than you know

You have a better present  
than you see



8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, 
afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," 
he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and 
worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do 
not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to 

Galilee; there they will see me."

Matthew 28:8-10



What did he need? 



What did he need? 
He needed an encounter with 

the grace of God.



Those who have been 
forgiven much, love much.



You have a better future  
than you could ever believe

You have a better past  
than you know

You have a better present  
than you see



18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

Matthew 28:18-20



What does a disciple look like?  
Someone who obeys him.



 "… even unto the end of the age."

Matthew 28:20



J.R.R. Tolkien

"It is the mark of a good tale that however wild its 
events, however fantastic or terrible the adventures, 

it can give, when the turn comes, a catch of the 
breath, a beating and lifting of the heart, near to or 

accompanied by tears…In the turn we get a piercing 
glimpse of joy and a heart's desire that for a moment 
passes outside the frame, rends indeed the very web 

of the story and lets a gleam come through: joy 
beyond the walls of this world, as poignant as grief. …



J.R.R. Tolkien

… The Gospels contain a story which embraces the 
essence of all fairy tales, but this story has entered 

history, and the primary real world. The Gospel, 
therefore, has not abrogated legends, but has 

hallowed them, especially happy endings." 




