
MATTHEW 26:57-75

57 "Those who had seized Jesus led Him away to 
Caiaphas, the high priest, where the scribes and the 

elders were gathered together. 58 But Peter was 
following Him at a distance as far as the courtyard of the 

high priest, and entered in, and sat down with the 
officers to see the outcome. 59 Now the chief priests and 
the whole Council kept trying to obtain false testimony 
against Jesus, so that they might put Him to death. …



MATTHEW 26:57-75

… 60 They did not find any, even though many false 
witnesses came forward. But later on two came 

forward, 61 and said, "This man stated, 'I am able to 
destroy the temple of God and to rebuild it in three 
days.'" 62 The high priest stood up and said to Him, 
 "Do You not answer? What is it that these men are 

testifying against You?" …



MATTHEW 26:57-75

… 63 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to 
Him, "I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us 

whether You are the Christ, the Son of God." 
 64 Jesus said to him, "You have said it yourself; 

nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son 
of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming 

on the clouds of heaven." …



MATTHEW 26:57-75

… 65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, 
"He has blasphemed! What further need do we 
have of witnesses? Behold, you have now heard 

the blasphemy; 66 what do you think?" They 
answered, "He deserves death!" 67 Then they spat 

in His face and beat Him with their fists; and 
others slapped Him, 68 and said, "Prophesy to us, 

You Christ; who is the one who hit You?"…



MATTHEW 26:57-75

… 69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, 
and a servant-girl came to him and said, "You too were 

with Jesus the Galilean." 70 But he denied it before 
them all, saying, "I do not know what you are talking 

about." 71 When he had gone out to the gateway, 
another servant-girl saw him and said to those who 

were there, "This man was with Jesus of Nazareth." …



MATTHEW 26:57-75

… 72 And again he denied it with an oath, "I do not 
know the man." 73 A little later the bystanders came 

up and said to Peter, "Surely you too are one of them; 
for even the way you talk gives you away." 74 Then he 
began to curse and swear, "I do not know the man!" 

And immediately a rooster crowed. 75 And Peter 
remembered the word which Jesus had said, "Before 

a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times."  
And he went out and wept bitterly."
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MATTHEW 26:59

"Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept 
trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus, so that 

they might put Him to death."



Ways we put Jesus on trial in our lives
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Anne Rice

"I discovered that so many of these scholars who 
had devoted their lives to New Testament 

scholarship disliked Jesus Christ. Some pitied him 
as a helpless failure, others sneered at him, and 

some showed outright contempt. I had never come 
across this in any other field of research. People 
who go into Elizabethean studies are not out to 

prove Queen Elizabeth was a fool. …



Anne Rice

… They don't make snickering remarks about her or 
spend their entire careers trying to pick apart her 

historical reputation. Yes, of course, a scholar might 
study a villain, but even then they usually argue for his 
or her place in history. But in general, scholars do not 
spend their lives in the company of a historical figure 

whom they openly despise, and yet these New 
Testament scholars detested and despised Jesus Christ."



Ways we put Jesus on trial in our lives
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Sign of Jonah



Sign of Jonah

"Let him become a wanderer on the earth.  
Let him become homeless and hungry and thirsty. 

And let him die, and when he dies, let him be 
disgraced and ridiculed."



Ways we put Jesus on trial in our lives

Intellectual Motive 
Moral Motive 
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MATTHEW 26:69-70

69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the 
courtyard, and a servant-girl came to him and 
said, "You too were with Jesus the Galilean." 

70 But he denied it before them all, saying,  
"I do not know what you are talking about."
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MATTHEW 26:57

"Those who had seized Jesus led Him away to 
Caiaphas, the high priest, where the scribes and the 

elders were gathered together."



MATTHEW 26:60-61

60 But later on two came forward, 61 and said,  
"This man stated, 'I am able to destroy the temple of 

God and to rebuild it in three days.'"



MATTHEW 26:63

"I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether 
You are the Christ, the Son of God."
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MATTHEW 26:64

Jesus said to him, "You have said it yourself; 
nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see the  

Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and 
coming on the clouds of heaven."



MATTHEW 26:65

"Then the high priest tore his robes and said,  
'He has blasphemed!'"



Where is Jesus here, in terms of power? 
What does that show us?

- It points to his sinless perfection.



Where is Jesus here, in terms of power? 
What does that show us?

- It points to his sinless perfection. 
- It points to his suffering posture.
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MATTHEW 26:65-66

"Behold, you have now heard the blasphemy; 
what do you think?" They answered, 

"He deserves death!"



Judas 
Pilate 

Pilate's Wife 
Herod 

The thief on the cross 
The Roman centurion

"I have betrayed innocent blood."  
Matthew 27:3
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"I have examined him…and have found  
no basis for your charges against him."  

 Luke 23:14



Judas 
Pilate 

Pilate's Wife 
Herod 

The thief on the cross 
The Roman centurion

"Don't have anything to do 
with that innocent man."  

Matthew 27:19
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Judas 
Pilate 

Pilate's Wife 
Herod 

The thief on the cross 
The Roman centurion

"Surely this was a righteous man!" - Luke 23:47



C.S. Lewis | Mere Christianity

"A man who was merely a man and said the sort of 
things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. 
He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the 

man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would 
be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. …



C.S. Lewis | Mere Christianity

… Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else 
a madman or something worse. You can shut him up 

for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a 
demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord 
and God, but let us not come with any patronizing 
nonsense about his being a great human teacher.  

He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to."




