


MATTHEW 3:1-8

1 "In those days John the Baptist came, preaching 
in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, 'Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.' 3 This 

is he who was spoken of through the prophet 
Isaiah: "A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths 
for him.'" 4 John's clothes were made of camel's 
hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. 

His food was locusts and wild honey. …



MATTHEW 3:1-8

… 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all 
Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 

6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in 
the Jordan River. 7 But when he saw many of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was 
baptizing, he said to them: 'You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 

8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.' …



MATTHEW 3:11-12

… 11 'I baptize you with water for repentance. But 
after me comes one who is more powerful than I, 
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn 
and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.'"



MATTHEW 4:12-17

12 "When Jesus heard that John had been put in 
prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 Leaving Nazareth, he 
went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake 

in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali — 14 to fulfill what 
was said through the prophet Isaiah: 15 "Land of 

Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, 
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles …



MATTHEW 4:12-17

… 16 the people living in darkness have seen a 
great light;on those living in the land of the 

shadow of death a light has dawned." 17 From that 
time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, the 

kingdom of heaven has come near."



MATTHEW 4:17

"Repent, the kingdom of heaven 
has come near."



A Dream Come True

A Way Into The Dream
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MATTHEW 4:17

"Repent, the kingdom of heaven 
has come near."



DANIEL 2:44

"And in the days of those kings the God of 
heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never 

be destroyed…It shall crush all those 
kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it 

will itself endure forever."



Gold = Babylonian Empire 

Silver = Persian Empire 

Bronze = Greek Empire  

Iron = Roman Empire
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MATTHEW 4:17

"Repent, the kingdom of heaven 
has come near."



THE OVERLAP OF AGES

‣People who are a blessing to the 
nations. 

When did the first church begin? 

 "Scripture foresaw that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, and 

announced the gospel in advance to 
Abraham: 'All nations will be blessed 

through you.'" Galatians 3:8
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THE OVERLAP OF AGES

‣People who are a blessing to the nations. 

‣People who are a blessing to our nation.



A Dream Come True

A Way Into The Dream

A Dream Come Near



JESUS

"REPENT."



MARK 1:15

"The kingdom of God has come near. 
Repent and believe the good news!"



What is Repentance? 

Repentance is turning away from one thing 
and turning towards something else.
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CS LEWIS

"I have come home at last! This is my real 
country! I belong here. This is the land I have 
been looking for all my life, though I never 

knew it till now…"




