
Genesis 6 : 5-6, 13-14, 17-22

5 The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human 
race had become on the earth, and that every 

inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only 
evil all the time. 6 The Lord regretted that he had made 
human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply 

troubled. 13 So God said to Noah, "I am going to put an 
end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence 

because of them. …



Genesis 6 : 5-6, 13-14, 17-22

I am surely going to destroy both them and the 
earth. 14 So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make 
rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out.  17 I am 

going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life 
under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of 

life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 18 But I will 
establish my covenant with you, and you  

will enter the ark …



Genesis 6 : 5-6, 13-14, 17-22

you and your sons and your wife and your sons' wives 
with you. 19 You are to bring into the ark two of all living 

creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with 
you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal 

and of every kind of creature that moves along the 
ground will come to you to be kept alive. …



Genesis 6 : 5-6, 13-14, 17-22

21 You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten 
and store it away as food for you and for them." 22 Noah 

did everything just as God commanded him. …



Genesis 7 : 11-13, 16

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, on the 
seventeenth day of the second month—on that day all 

the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the 
floodgates of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell 
on the earth forty days and forty nights. 13 On that very 

day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, 
together with his wife and the wives of his three sons, 

entered the ark. …



Genesis 7 : 11-13, 16

16 The animals going in were male and female of every 
living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then 

the Lord shut him in. …



Genesis 8 : 15-18, 20

15 Then God said to Noah, 16 "Come out of the ark, you 
and your wife and your sons and their wives. 17 Bring out 
every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, 
the animals, and all the creatures that move along the 

ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful 
and increase in number on it." 18 So Noah came out, 

together with his sons and his wife and his sons' wives. …



Genesis 8 : 15-18, 20

20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, taking some 
of all the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed 

burnt offerings on it. …



Genesis 9 : 12-15, 17

12 And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant I am 
making between me and you and every living creature 
with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 13 I 

have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign 
of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 Whenever 
I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in 
the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant between me 

and you and all living creatures of every kind. …



Genesis 9 : 12-15, 17

Never again will the waters become a flood to 
destroy all life. 17 So God said to Noah, "This is the 

sign of the covenant I have established between me 
and all life on the earth."





88% describe a favored family 
70% attribute survival to a boat 
95% say the sole cause of the catastrophe is a flood 
66% say that the disaster is due to man's wickedness 
67% record that animals are also saved 
57% describe that the survivors end up on a mountain 
Many of the accounts also specifically mention birds being sent 
out, a rainbow, and eight persons being saved 

Common Threads of the Flood Accounts
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Genesis 8 : 16 - 17

16 "Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your 
sons and their wives. 17 Bring out every kind of living 

creature that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all 
the creatures that move along the ground—so they can 

multiply on the earth and be fruitful and  
increase in number on it."



Genesis 9 : 13

I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the 
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 
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Genesis 6 : 11-13

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was 
full of violence. 12 God saw how corrupt the earth had 

become, for all the people on earth had corrupted 
their ways. 13 So God said to Noah, "I am going to put 

an end to all people, for the earth is filled with 
violence because of them."





Mirsolav Volf | Exclusion and Embrace

One could object that it is not worthy of God to 
wield the sword. Is God not love, long-suffering  

and all-powerful love? …



Mirsolav Volf | Exclusion and Embrace

If God were not angry at injustice and deception and did 
not make the final end to violence-- God would not be 

worthy of our worship. Here, however, I am less 
interested in arguing that God's violence is not unworthy 

of God than in showing that it is beneficial to us: in a 
world of violence we are faced with an inescapable 

alternative: either God's violence or human violence. …



Mirsolav Volf | Exclusion and Embrace

That we should bring "down the powerful from their 
thrones" (Luke 1: 51-52) seems responsible; that God 

should do the same…seems crude.



Mirsolav Volf | Exclusion and Embrace

And so violence thrives, secretly nourished by belief in a 
God who refuses to wield the sword. 
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Genesis 6 : 5

The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human 
race had become on the earth, and that every 

inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only 
evil all the time. 



Genesis 6 : 6

The Lord regretted that he had made human beings on 
the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled.



Genesis 6 : 6

The Lord regretted that he had made human beings on 
the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled.
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Genesis 8 : 18 & 9 : 12-13

18 So Noah came out, together with his sons and his 
wife and his sons' wives. 12 And God said, "This is the 
sign of the covenant I am making between me and 

you and every living creature with you, a covenant for 
all generations to come: 13 I have set my rainbow in 
the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant 

between me and the earth.



Charles Spurgeon

"Look up, Believer, to the person of Christ! Behold the joy 
of God! He who sees Christ, sees the Father- God's justice 
meeting and blending into His Truth, God's Truth melting 

into His Mercy, that Mercy melting into His Love, that Love 
in contact with His Faithfulness; and so every attribute 

standing side by side with its next of kin; …



Charles Spurgeon

the whole of them absolutely necessary to complete the 
Glory of that Arch…to make the arch a harmony and a very 

music of colors. Beloved, such is Jesus Christ!"




