


Victor Hugo

"Tomorrow, if all literature was to be destroyed 
and it was left to me to retain one work only, 

I should save Job."
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Job 1:8-9

8 Then the Lord said to Satan, "Have you 
considered my servant Job? There is no one on 
earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a 

man who fears God and shuns evil." 
9 "Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied.



The religious response to suffering



"There is no one else like him; he is blameless and 
upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil." 

Job 1:8
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The religious response to suffering
The secular response to suffering

"Suffering is proof that either God doesn't love us 
or that we ought not to love God."



The religious response to suffering
The secular response to suffering
 "The Lord said to Satan, 'Very well, then, 

everything he has is in your hands, but on 
the man himself do not lay a finger.'" 

Job 1:12



What does Job's Day show us?

- No matter what you are going through, 
it could always have been worse.



What does Job's Day show us?

- No matter what you are going through, 
it could always have been worse. 

- God only allows suffering into your life 
to bring about your greatness.
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What is happening when we suffer?

- God is inviting us to think more deeply
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- A Truly Good God would not want evil to exist; 
an all powerful God would not allow evil to exist.
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The Problem of Evil

- A Truly Good God would not want evil to exist; 
an all powerful God would not allow evil to exist. 

- Evil exists. 

- Therefore, a God who is both good and powerful 
cannot exist.



Frederich Nietzsche

"Two hundred thousand wiped out 
at a stroke—how magnificent."



Andrea Dilley

"When people ask me what drove me out the doors 
of the church and then what brought me back, my 

answer to both questions is the same. I left the 
church in part because I was mad at God about 

human suffering and injustice. And I came back to 
church because of that same struggle. …



Andrea Dilley

… [Without a God], we're all just animals slumming 
it in a godless world, fighting for space and 

resources. The idea of justice doesn't really mean 
anything. To talk about justice, you have to talk 

about objective morality, and to talk about objective 
morality, you have to talk about God."
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What do you do when you suffer?

 "At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved 
his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship." 

Job 1:20
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What do you do when you suffer?

Tear your robes 

Worship even when it hurts

 "At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved 
his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship." 

Job 1:20




