


Job 38:1-11

Then the Lord answered Job 
out of the whirlwind and said, 

"Who is this that darkens counsel 
By words without knowledge? 

Now gird up your loins like a man, 
And I will ask you, and you instruct Me! 

"Where were you when I laid the 
foundation of the earth? …



Job 38:1-11

… Tell Me, if you have understanding, 
Who set its measurements? Since you know. 

Or who stretched the line on it?  
On what were its bases sunk? 
Or who laid its cornerstone, 

When the morning stars sang together 
And all the sons of God shouted for joy? …



Job 38:1-11

… Or who enclosed the sea with doors 
When, bursting forth, it went out from the womb; 

When I made a cloud its garment 
And thick darkness its swaddling band, 

And I placed boundaries on it 
And set a bolt and doors." 

And I said, "Thus far you shall come, but no farther; 
And here shall your proud waves stop"? …



 Job 42:1-2, 5-6, 7-11

… Then Job answered the Lord and said, 
"I know that You can do all things, 

And that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted. 
 I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear; 

But now my eye sees You; 
Therefore I retract, 

And I repent in dust and ashes." …



 Job 42:1-2, 5-6, 7-11

… It came about after the Lord had spoken these 
words to Job, that the Lord said to Eliphaz the 

Temanite, "My wrath is kindled against you and 
against your two friends, because you have not 

spoken of Me what is right as My servant Job 
has. Now therefore, take for yourselves seven 

bulls and seven rams, and go to My servant Job, 
and offer up a burnt offering for yourselves, and 

My servant Job will pray for you. ….



 Job 42:1-2, 5-6, 7-11

… For I will accept him so that I may not do 
with you according to your folly, because you 

have not spoken of Me what is right, as My 
servant Job has." So Eliphaz the Temanite and 

Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite went and did as the Lord told 

them; and the Lord accepted Job. …



 Job 42:1-2, 5-6, 7-11

… The Lord restored the fortunes of Job when 
he prayed for his friends, and the Lord 

increased all that Job had twofold. Then all his 
brothers and all his sisters and all who had 

known him before came to him, and they ate 
bread with him in his house."



Peter Kreeft

"The book of Job is a mystery. A mystery satisfies 
something in us, but not our reason. The 

rationalist is repelled by Job, as Job's three 
rationalist friends were repelled by Job. But 
something deeper is satisfied by Job, and is 

nourished…it puts iron in your blood."
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God asks Job . . .

 "Who is this that darkens counsel 
by words without knowledge?" 

 "Where were you when 
I laid the foundation of the earth? 

 "Can you send forth lightnings that they may go 
and say to you, 'Here we are'?" 

"Who sent out the wild donkey free?"
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"Then the Lord answered Job 
out of the whirlwind."
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Job 38:1
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Andrew Delbanco 
The Real American Dream: A Meditation on Hope

"A narrative must help us imagine some end to 
life that transcends our own tiny allotment of 
days and hours…if we are to keep at bay the 

lurking suspicion that all our getting and 
spending amounts to nothing more than 

fidgeting while we wait for death." 



"Hope has narrowed to the vanishing point."

Andrew Delbanco 
The Real American Dream: A Meditation on Hope
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Frances Anderson   |   A Commentary on Job

"It is one of the many excellences of the books that Job is 
brought to contentment without ever knowing all the facts 

of his case…the test would work only if Job did not know 
what it was for. God thrusts Job into an experience of 

dereliction to make it possible for Job to enter into a life of 
naked faith, to learn to love God for himself alone. God 
does not seem to give this privilege to many people, for 

they pay a terrible price of suffering for their discoveries. …



Frances Anderson   |   A Commentary on Job

... But part of the discovery is to see the suffering 
itself as one of God's most precious gifts. To withhold 
the full story from Job, even after the test was over, 

keeps him walking by faith, not by sight. He does not 
say in the end, "Now I see it all." He never sees it all. 
He sees God. Perhaps it is better if God never tells 

any of us the whole of our life story."



"Lord, make me a great composer. Let me 
celebrate your glory through music and be 

famous through the world. In return, I will give 
you my chastity, my industry, my deepest 

humility, every hour of my life, and I will help 
my fellow man. Amen."

Amadeus



"It was incomprehensible. Here I was, denying 
all my natural lust every day to earn God's 

blessing, and here was Mozart, indulging his 
in all directions every day, without a rebuke 

from God—nothing but success."

Amadeus



"From now on, we are enemies, you and I."

Amadeus



 Job 42:5-6

"I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear; 
But now my eye sees You; 

Therefore I retract, 
And I repent in dust and ashes."
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 Job 42:7

… that the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, 
"My wrath is kindled against you and against 

your two friends, because you have not spoken 
of Me what is right as My servant Job has."



 Job 42:8

"I will accept him."



 Job 42:9

"So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the 
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went 

and did as the Lord told them; and 
the Lord accepted Job."




