
 1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather 
according to the flesh, discovered in this matter? 2 If, in 

fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to 
boast about—but not before God. 3 What does Scripture 

say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, wages are not 
credited as a gift but as an obligation.5 However, to the one 

who does not work but trusts God who justifies the 
ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness. …

Romans 4 : 1 - 8, 16 - 21



6 David says the same thing when he speaks of the 
blessedness of the one to whom God credits 

righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those 
whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 

covered. 8 Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord will 
never count against them.” 16 Therefore, the promise 

comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—…

Romans 4 : 1 - 8, 16 - 21



not only to those who are of the law but also to those who 
have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it 
is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is 

our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the 
God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things 

that were not. 18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope 
believed and so became the father of many nations, just as 

it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”…

Romans 4 : 1 - 8, 16 - 21



19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that 
his body was as good as dead—since he was about a 
hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also 

dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding 
the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith 
and gave glory to God, 21 being fully persuaded that 

God had power to do what he had promised.

Romans 4 : 1 - 8, 16 - 21
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But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has 
been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets 

testify. This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between 
Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

Romans 3 : 21 - 24



 What then shall we say that 
Abraham, our forefather according to 

the flesh, discovered in this matter? 

Romans 4 : 1



If, in fact, Abraham was justified by 
works, he had something to boast 

about—but not before God. 

Romans 4 : 2



What does Scripture say? “Abraham 
believed God, and it was credited to 

him as righteousness.”

Romans 4 : 3



Abraham came home by  
receiving a righteousness



dikaiosynē



dikaiosynē

the verdict of approval



CNN 
“Comedian Pete Holmes was a good Christian guy.  

Then his wife left him, and things got weird.”

“Growing up as an evangelical, Pete Holmes thought he was doing 
everything right. He believed in the Bible -- all of it -- and said he 

didn't smoke, drink or have sex before marriage. He went on mission 
trips to Africa, played bass on the worship team, even wore pleated 

khakis. Then one day, as Holmes was struggling to kick-start his 
comedy career, his wife left him for another man. His world, and his 

belief in God, exploded.  

"I felt like the Lord hadn't held up His end of the bargain," Holmes 
writes in his new memoir, "Comedy, Sex, God" -- "and I was [ticked]."
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David says the same thing when he speaks…

Romans 4 : 6



David says the same thing when he speaks of the 
blessedness of the one to whom God credits 

righteousness apart from works:

Romans 4 : 6



“Blessed are those whose transgressions are forgiven, 
whose sins are covered. Blessed is the one whose sin 

the Lord will never count against them.”

Romans 4 : 7 - 8



Blessedness describes what it feels  
like when we have come home



No more boasting



No more hiding



A better identity



What the Nomad Discovered

What the King found out

What we all can become



Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed 
and so became the father of many nations

Romans 4 : 18



Henri Nouwen 

“Addiction might be the best word to explain the lostness 
that so deeply permeates contemporary society. Our 

addictions make us cling to what the world proclaims as 
the keys to self-fulfillment: accumulation of wealth and 

power; attainment of status and admiration; lavish 
consumption of food and drink, and sexual gratification 

without distinguishing between lust and love…



Henri Nouwen 

These addictions create expectations that cannot but fail to 
satisfy our deepest needs. As long as we live within the 

world’s delusions, our addictions condemn us to futile quests 
in the “distant country”, leaving us to face an endless series of 
disappointments while our sense of self remains unfulfilled. 

In these days of increasing addictions, we have wandered far 
away from father’s home. The addicted life can be designated 

a life lived “in a distant country”. It is from there that our cry 
for deliverance rises up.”



Henri Nouwen 

“Why do I keep ignoring the place of true love and persist in 
looking for it elsewhere? Why do I keep leaving home where I 
am called a child of God, the Beloved of the Father? I am the 

prodigal son every time I search for unconditional love where 
it cannot be found. 

But the Father is always looking for me with outstretched 
arms to receive me back and whisper in my ear: “You are the 

beloved, on you my favor rests”


