
At Caesarea there was a man named 
Cornelius, a centurion of what was known 

as the Italian Cohort, a devout man who 
feared God with all his household, gave 

alms generously to the people, and 
prayed continually to God. …

excerpts from Acts 10



… About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly 
in a vision an angel of God come in and say to 
him, "Cornelius." And he stared at him in terror 

and said, "What is it, Lord?" And he said to 
him, "Your prayers and your alms have 

ascended as a memorial before God. And 
now send men to Joppa and bring one 

Simon who is called Peter." …

excerpts from Acts 10



… The next day, as they were on their journey and 
approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop 

about the sixth hour to pray. And he became 
hungry and wanted something to eat, but while 
they were preparing it, he fell into a trance and 
saw the heavens opened and something like 

a great sheet descending, being let down 
by its four corners upon the earth. …

excerpts from Acts 10



… In it were all kinds of animals and 
reptiles and birds of the air. And there 

came a voice to him: "Rise, Peter; kill and 
eat." But Peter said, "By no means, 

Lord; for I have never eaten anything 
that is common or unclean." …

excerpts from Acts 10



…  And the voice came to him again a 
second time, "What God has made clean, 

do not call common." This happened 
three times, and the thing was taken 

up at once to heaven." …

excerpts from Acts 10



… When Peter entered, Cornelius met him 
and fell down at his feet and worshiped 

him. But Peter lifted him up, saying, 
"Stand up; I too am a man." And as he 
talked with him, he went in and found 

many persons gathered. …

excerpts from Acts 10



… So Peter opened his mouth and said: 
"Truly I understand that God shows no 

partiality, but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is 

right is acceptable to him. …

excerpts from Acts 10



… God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power. He went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him. And we are 

witnesses of all that he did both in the 
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. …

excerpts from Acts 10



… They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree, but God raised him on the third day and 

made him to appear, not to all the people 
but to us who had been chosen by God 
as witnesses, who ate and drank with 

him after he rose from the dead. …

excerpts from Acts 10



… And he commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to 

be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the 
prophets bear witness that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name." While Peter was still 

saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on 
all who heard the word.

excerpts from Acts 10
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About the ninth hour of the day he [Cornelius] saw 
clearly in a vision an angel of God come in and 
say to him, "Cornelius." And he stared at him in 
terror and said, "What is it, Lord?" And he said 

to him, "Your prayers and your alms have 
ascended as a memorial before God. And 

now send men to Joppa and bring one 
Simon who is called Peter."

Acts 10:3-5
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This vision shows us two important 
aspects about God's Kingdom

Religion doesn't save 
Diversity reveals the Gospel



"Because the Christian God is not 
a lonely God, but rather a communion 

of three persons, faith leads human 
beings into the divine communion. One 

cannot, however, have a self-enclosed 
communion with the Triune God—a 

'foursome,' as it were—for the Christian 
God is not a private deity. …

Miroslav Volf
After Our 
Likeness



… Communion with this God is at 
once also communion with those 

others who have entrusted 
themselves in faith to Him. Hence 

one and the same act of faith places 
a person into a new relationship both 

with God and with all others who 
stand in communion with God."

Miroslav Volf
After Our 
Likeness



And he [Peter] became hungry and wanted 
something to eat, but while they were 

preparing it, he fell into a trance and saw 
the heavens opened and something like 

a great sheet descending, being let 
down by its four corners upon the 

earth. In it were all kinds of animals 
and reptiles and birds of the air. …

Acts 10:10-15



… And there came a voice to him: "Rise, 
Peter; kill and eat." But Peter said, "By no 

means, Lord; for I have never eaten 
anything that is common or unclean." 

And the voice came to him again a 
second time, "What God has made 

clean, do not call unclean."

Acts 10:10-15



"Peter refused both to be treated by 
Cornelius as if he were a god, and to 

treat Cornelius as if he were a dog." 

John Stott



God gave two different men  
two different visions in order to 

unite them in the pursuit of God's 
one vision for the world.
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At Caesarea there was a man named 
Cornelius, a centurion of what was known 

as the Italian Cohort, a devout man who 
feared God with all his household, gave 

alms generously to the people, and 
prayed continually to God.

Acts 10:1-2



The next day, as they were on their 
journey and approaching the city, 

Peter went up on the housetop 
about the sixth hour to pray.

Acts 10:9
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So Peter opened his mouth and said: "Truly I 
understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does 

what is right is acceptable to him. 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 

Spirit and with power. He went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed 

by the devil, for God was with him. … 

Acts 10:34-35, 38-44



… And we are witnesses of all that he did both in 
the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 
put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but 

God raised him on the third day and made 
him to appear, not to all the people but to us 

who had been chosen by God as 
witnesses, who ate and drank with him 

after he rose from the dead. …

Acts 10:34-35, 38-44



… And he commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one appointed by God 
to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all 

the prophets bear witness that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name." While Peter was still 
saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on 

all who heard the word.

Acts 10:34-35, 38-44



"Truly I understand that God 
shows no partiality …"

Acts 10:34



partiality: to unjustly treat one 
person better than another,  

to show prejudice



When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me 
more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you 

know that I love you." He said to him, "Feed my 
lambs." He said to him a second time, "Simon, 

son of John, do you love me?" He said to 
him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." 

He said to him, "Tend my sheep." …

John 21 : 15-17



… He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of 
John, do you love me?" Peter was grieved 

because he said to him the third time, "Do you 
love me?" and he said to him, "Lord, you know 

everything; you know that I love you." Jesus 
said to him, "Feed my sheep."

John 21 : 15-17




