
1 On that day a great persecution broke out 
against the church in Jerusalem, and all except 
the apostles were scattered throughout Judea 
and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and 

mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to 
destroy the church. Going from house to 

house, he dragged off both men and 
women and put them in prison. …

Acts 8:1-8, 26-40



… 4 Those who had been scattered preached the 
word wherever they went. 5 Philip went down to 
a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah 

there. 6 When the crowds heard Philip and 
saw the signs he performed, they all paid 

close attention to what he said. …

Acts 8:1-8, 26-40



… 7 For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of 
many, and many who were paralyzed or lame 

were healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city. 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go 

south to the road—the desert road—that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." …

Acts 8:1-8, 26-40



… 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an 
Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of 

all the treasury of the Kandake (which means 
"queen of the Ethiopians"). This man had gone to 

Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home 
was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of 

Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, 
"Go to that chariot and stay near it." …

Acts 8:1-8, 26-40



… 30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the 
man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you 

understand what you are reading?" Philip asked. 
31 "How can I," he said, "unless someone 
explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to 

come up and sit with him. …

Acts 8:1-8, 26-40



… 32 This is the passage of Scripture 
the eunuch was reading: 

"He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

so he did not open his mouth. …

Acts 8:1-8, 26-40



… 33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
Who can speak of his descendants? 

For his life was taken from the earth."… 

Acts 8:1-8, 26-40



… 34 The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, 
who is the prophet talking about, himself or 

someone else?" 35 Then Philip began with 
that very passage of Scripture and told him 

the good news about Jesus. …

Acts 8:1-8, 26-40



… 36 As they went along the road they came to some 
water; and the eunuch said, "Look! Water! What 
prevents me from being baptized?" 37 And Philip 

said, "If you believe with all your heart, you 
may." And he answered and said, "I believe 

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."  …

Acts 8:1-8, 26-40



… 38 And he ordered the chariot to stop; and 
they both went down into the water, Philip as 

well as the eunuch, and he baptized him. 
39 When they came up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; 
and the eunuch no longer saw him, but 

went on his way rejoicing. …

Acts 8:1-8, 26-40



… 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, 
and as he passed through he kept 

preaching the gospel to all the cities 
until he came to Caesarea.

Acts 8:1-8, 26-40
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Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go 
south to the road—the desert road—that 

goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza."

Acts 8:26



The Spirit told Philip, 
"Go to that chariot and stay near it."

Acts 8:29



"had gone to Jerusalem to worship"

Acts 8:27



What is this showing us?  
This is showing us how the Gospel 

turns outsiders into insiders.



What is this showing us?  
This is showing us how the Gospel 

turns outsiders into insiders.



Christianity is not the projection 
of one culture, because 

Christianity has no one culture.



quote

Lamin Senneh



Whose religion is Christianity?  
It is no one's, because  

it is everyone's.
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"Do you understand what you are reading?" 
Philip asked.

Acts 8:30



"How can I," he said,  
"unless someone explains it to me?"

Acts 8:31



the Ethiopian is asking:  
"What does this mean?"



"Hitler, Ted Bundy and Bill Gates"

Michael Runyan



"Bill Gates is an atheist who has 
lived a virtuous life and has donated 

more than $27,000,000,000 to global 
health, development, and education." 

Michael Runyan 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/friendlyatheist/
2014/08/26/40-problems-with-

christianity/



"irrational and senseless" 

Michael Runyan 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/friendlyatheist/
2014/08/26/40-problems-with-christianity/
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3 Let not the foreigner who has 
joined himself to the Lord say, 

"The Lord will surely separate me 
from His people." 

Nor let the eunuch say, 
"Behold, I am a dry tree." …

Isaiah 56:3-5



… 4 For thus says the Lord, 
"To the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths, 

And choose what pleases Me, 
And hold fast My covenant, …

Isaiah 56:3-5



… 5 To them I will give in My house and 
within My walls a memorial, 
And a name better than that 

of sons and daughters; 
I will give them an everlasting name 

which will not be cut off."

Isaiah 56:3-5



"He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

so he did not open his mouth."

Acts 8:32



"In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
Who can speak of his descendants? 
For his life was taken from the earth." 

Acts 8:33



34 The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who 
is the prophet talking about, himself or 

someone else?" 35 Then Philip began with 
that very passage of Scripture and told him 

the good news about Jesus.

Acts 8:34-35



He was offered for us.



My main purpose in this address is 
simply to convince you that this desire 

[to be part of the inner ring] is one of the 
great permanent mainsprings of human 

action. It is one of the factors which go 
to make up the world as we know it—this 

whole pell-mell of struggle, competition, 
confusion, graft, disappointment, and 

advertisement, and…

C.S. Lewis
"The Inner 

Ring"



…Unless you take measures to 
prevent it, this desire is going to be 

one of the chief motives of your life, 
from the first day on which you enter 

your profession until the day when 
you are too old to care…

C.S. Lewis
"The Inner 

Ring"



…Of all passions the passion for 
the Inner Ring is most skillful in 

making a man who is not yet a very 
bad man do very bad things. 

The quest of the Inner Ring will break 
your hearts unless you break it. 

C.S. Lewis
"The Inner 

Ring"



He was offered as us.



36 As they went along the road they came to 
some water; and the eunuch said, "Look! 

Water! What prevents me from being 
baptized?" 37 And Philip said, "If you believe 

with all your heart, you may."

Acts 8:36-37



And he answered and said, 
"I believe that Jesus Christ 

is the Son of God."

Acts 8:37




