
1 Now at this time while the disciples were 
increasing in number, a complaint arose on the 
part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native 

Hebrews, because their widows were being 
overlooked in the daily serving of food. 2 So 
the twelve summoned the congregation of 
the disciples and said, "It is not desirable 

for us to neglect the word of God in 
order to serve tables. …

Acts 6:1-7



… 3 Therefore, brethren, select from among 
you seven men of good reputation, full of 
the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may 

put in charge of this task. 4 But we will 
devote ourselves to prayer and to the 

ministry of the word." …

Acts 6:1-7



… 5 The statement found approval with the 
whole congregation; and they chose 

Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, 

Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a 
proselyte from Antioch. …

Acts 6:1-7



… 6 And these they brought before the apostles; 
and after praying, they laid their hands on them. 

7 The word of God kept on spreading; and the 
number of the disciples continued to 

increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 
many of the priests were becoming 

obedient to the faith.

Acts 6:1-7
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"Now at this time while the disciples were 
increasing in number, a complaint arose …"

Acts 6:1



How should we think about the church?

Become permanently disillusioned



"The serious Christian, set down 
for the first time in a Christian 

community, is likely to bring with him a 
very definite idea of what Christian life 

together should be and to try to realize 
it. But God's grace speedily shatters 

such dreams. …

Dietrich Bonhoeffer Life 
Together



… Just as surely as God desires to 
lead us to a knowledge of genuine 

Christian fellowship, so surely must 
we be overwhelmed by a great 

disillusionment with others, with 
Christians in general, and, if we are 

fortunate, with ourselves."

Dietrich Bonhoeffer Life 
Together



"He who loves his dream of 
community more than the Christian 

community itself becomes a destroyer 
of the latter, even though his personal 

intentions may be ever so honest and 
earnest."

Dietrich Bonhoeffer Life 
Together



How should we think about the church?

Become permanently disillusioned 

Become unashamedly hopeful



hope: confident expectation  
in a victorious future



"And though this world, 
with devils filled,  

should threaten to undo us,  
we will not fear, for God hath willed  

his truth to triumph through us."

Martin Luther A Mighty 
Fortress
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Now at this time while the disciples were 
increasing in number, a complaint arose on the 
part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native 

Hebrews, because their widows were being 
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Now at this time while the disciples were 
increasing in number, a complaint arose on the 
part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native 

Hebrews, because their widows were being 
overlooked in the daily serving of food.

Acts 6:1



The statement found approval with the 
whole congregation; and they chose 

Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, 

Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a 
proselyte from Antioch.

Acts 6:5



service



How does a healthy church  
handle complaints? 

Get more people involved in 
ministry and service.



How does a healthy church  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How does a spiritually healthy 
person vocalize a complaint? 

Be willing to get involved 
personally to make it work.



How does a spiritually healthy 
person vocalize a complaint? 

Be willing to get involved 
personally to make it work.



In the Christian church,  
look who is doing the job of a 
priest: anyone and everyone. 
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"The word of God kept on spreading; and 
the number of the disciples continued to 

increase greatly in Jerusalem …"

Acts 6:7



"… and a great many of the priests were 
becoming obedient to the faith."

Acts 6:7




