


1 "When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 
together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 

filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire 

that separated and came to rest on each of 
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues 

as the Spirit enabled them. …

Acts 2:2-13, 42-46



… 5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-
fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 
6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came 
together in bewilderment, because each one 

heard their own language being spoken. 
7 Utterly amazed, they asked: "Aren’t all 

these who are speaking Galileans? 
8 Then how is it that each of us hears 

them in our native language? …

Acts 2:2-13, 42-46



 … 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 

the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from 
Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to 

Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear 
them declaring the wonders of God in our 

own tongues!" …

Acts 2:2-13, 42-46



… 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one 
another, "What does this mean?" 

 13 Some, however, made fun of them and 
said, "They have had too much wine." …

Acts 2:2-13, 42-46



… 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with 
awe at the many wonders and signs performed 

by the apostles. 44 All the believers were 
together and had everything in common. 
45 They sold property and possessions to 

give to anyone who had need. …

Acts 2:2-13, 42-46



… 46 Every day they continued to meet together in 
the temple courts. They broke bread in their 

homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor 
of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved."

Acts 2:2-13, 42-46
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"God-fearing Jews from 
 every nation under heaven."

Acts 2:5



"Each one heard their own  
language being spoken."

Acts 2:8



"We hear them declaring  
the wonders of God  
in our own tongues!"

Acts 2:



Three Implications

There is no one right culture.





 "Africans sensed in their hearts 
that Jesus did not mock their respect 

for the sacred or their clamor for an 
invincible Savior, so they beat their 

sacred drums for him until the stars 
skipped and danced in the skies. After 

that dance the stars weren’t little 
anymore. Christianity helped Africans to 

become renewed Africans, not 
remade Europeans."

Lamin Sanneh
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Three Implications

There is no one right culture. 

The Church is supposed to be diverse. 

The honoring of the Holy Spirit is what 
makes multiethnic church possible.
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2 "Suddenly a sound like  
the blowing of a violent wind …" 
3 "They saw what seemed to be  

 tongues of fire …"

Acts 2:2-3



"All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as 

the Spirit enabled them."

Acts 2:4
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Some, however, made fun of them and said,  
"They have had too much wine."

Acts 2:13



44 "All the believers were together and had 
everything in common. 45 They sold property and 

possessions to give to anyone who had need. 
46 Every day they continued to meet together 

in the temple courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad 

and sincere hearts."

Acts 2:44-46




