


Acts 1:1-11

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all 
that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day 

he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering,  
he presented himself to them and gave many 

convincing proofs that he was alive. …



Acts 1:1-11

… He appeared to them over a period of forty days 
and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one 

occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave 
them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, 

but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about. …



Acts 1:1-11

… 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few 
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked 
him, "Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?" …



Acts 1:1-11

… 7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the 
times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority. 8 But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." …



Acts 1:1-11

… 9 After he said this, he was taken up before their 
very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky 
as he was going, when suddenly two men 

dressed in white stood beside them. …



Acts 1:1-11

… 11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you 
stand here looking into the sky? This same 
Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way 

you have seen him go into heaven."



Isaiah 43:8-10, 12

8 Lead out those who have eyes but are blind, 
who have ears but are deaf. 

9 All the nations gather together 
and the peoples assemble. 

Which of their gods foretold this 
and proclaimed to us the former things? …



Isaiah 43:8-10, 12

… Let them bring in their witnesses 
to prove they were right, 

so that others may hear and say, "It is true." 
10 "You are my witnesses," declares the Lord, 

"and my servant whom I have chosen …



Isaiah 43:8-10, 12

… 12 I have revealed and saved and proclaimed— 
I, and not some foreign god among you. 

You are my witnesses," declares the Lord, 
"that I am God."



Acts 1:1

"Jesus began to do and teach …"



Acts 1:8

"you will be my witnesses"
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Acts 1:6

Then they gathered around him and asked 
him, "Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?"



Acts 1:7

"It is not for you to know the 
times or dates the Father has 

set by his own authority."



Acts 1:8

"But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you."



Acts 1:8

"… and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."



I'm not going to restore the 
Kingdom of Israel, but you are 
going to bring my kingdom to 

the whole world. 
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What is a witness? 
Witnesses in Ancient Israel 

established truth claims  
in courts of law.



God has called this cosmic trial 
to answer the question, who is 

the real God?



Isaiah 43:9

"All the nations gather together 
and the peoples assemble. 

Which of their gods foretold this 
and proclaimed to us the former things?"



Isaiah 43:9

"Let them bring in their witnesses 
to prove they were right."



Isaiah 43:10

 "You are my witnesses," declares the Lord, 
"and my servant whom I have chosen."
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"I want atheism to be true, and I am 
made uneasy by the fact that some 

of the most intelligent and well-
informed people I know are religious 

believers. It isn't just that I don't 
believe in God and naturally, hope that 

I'm right in my belief. It's that I 
hope there is no God! …

The Last Word



… I don't want there to be a God; I 
don't want the universe to be like 

that. My guess is that this cosmic 
authority problem is not a rare 

condition…I am curious…whether 
there is anyone who is genuinely 

indifferent as to whether 
there is a God."

The Last Word
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Acts 1:10-11

10 They were looking intently up into the sky 
as he was going, when suddenly two men 

dressed in white stood beside them. 
11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you 

stand here looking into the sky?"
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Multiethnic church  
helps push love in
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Acts 1:11

"This same Jesus, who has been 
taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen 

him go into heaven."



What was better than holding 
him near was having him go.



Acts 7:55-56

55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up 
to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 "Look," he 
said, "I see heaven open and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God."




