
1 John 2:  3-14

 3 By this we know that we have come to know 
Him, if we keep His commandments.  

4 The one who says, "I have come to know Him," 
and does not keep His commandments,  

is a liar, and the truth is not in him;  
5 but whoever keeps His word,  

in him the love of God has truly been perfected.  
By this we know that we are in Him: …



1 John 2:  3-14

6 the one who says he abides in Him ought himself 
to walk in the same manner as He walked. 

7 Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment 
to you, but an old commandment which you have 
had from the beginning; the old commandment is 

the word which you have heard. 8 On the other 
hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, 

which is true in Him and in you, …



1 John 2:  3-14

because the darkness is passing away  
and the true Light is already shining.  

9 The one who says he is in the Light and yet  
hates his brother is in the darkness until now.  
10 The one who loves his brother abides in the 

Light and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 
11 But the one who hates his brother is in the 

darkness and walks in the darkness, …



1 John 2:  3-14

and does not know where he is going  
because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

12 I am writing to you, little children, because your 
sins have been forgiven you for His name's sake. 
13 I am writing to you, fathers, because you know 

Him who has been from the beginning.  
I am writing to you, young men,  

because you have overcome the evil one. …



I have written to you, children,  
because you know the Father.  

14 I have written to you, fathers, because you 
know Him who has been from the beginning.  

I have written to you, young men, because you  
are strong, and the word of God abides in you, 

and you have overcome the evil one.

1 John 2:  3-14







Is that the way we  
want  it to be? 



5 By this we know that we are in Him:  
6 the one who says he abides in Him ought  

himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.

1 John 2:  5-6



1 John 2:  7-8

7 Beloved,  
I am not writing a new commandment to you,  

but an old commandment  
which you have had from the beginning;  

the old commandment is the word  
which you have heard.  

8 On the other hand,  
I am writing a new commandment to you,  

which is true in Him and in you.



John 13:  34-35

34 A new commandment I give to you,  
that you love one another,  
even as I have loved you,  

that you also love one another.  
35 By this all men will know that you are  

My disciples, if you have love for one another.



Love one another.



Multiethnic, multiracial churches have the 
power to bring healing to our nation.



Michael 
Emerson Involvement in multiracial congregations, 

over time, leads to fundamental differences. 
Friendship patterns change…we find that 
people in multiracial congregations have 

significantly more friendships across race 
than do other Americans. …

A New Day  
For Multiracial 
Congregations



Michael 
Emerson For example, for those attending racially 

homogenous congregations, 83 percent said 
most or all of their friends were the same 
race as them. For those not attending any 

congregation, 70 percent said most or all of 
their friends were the same race as them.

A New Day  
For Multiracial 
Congregations



Michael 
Emerson 

But for those attending multiracial 
congregations, there is a dramatic 

difference .  Only 36 percent of people 
attending racially mixed congregation said 
most or all of their friends were the same 
race as them. And we found that those 36 
percent were relatively recent arrivals to 

their racially mixed congregations. …

A New Day  
For Multiracial 
Congregations



Michael 
Emerson Indeed, we found that by far the most 

important factor in people having racially 
diverse relationships is whether they attend 
a racially mixed congregation. Partly due to 

the greater relationships across race, 
involvement in multiracial congregations 

leads to attitudinal change – …

A New Day  
For Multiracial 
Congregations



Michael 
Emerson change toward closing the racial gap in  

racial attitudes. The implication for a  
racially divided but changing nation is clear. 

In contemporary times,  
multiracial congregations offer  

a promising path forward.

A New Day  
For Multiracial 
Congregations



Romans 15:  7

Accept one another  
as Christ has accepted you.



1 John 2:  9-11

9 The one who says he is in the Light and yet  
hates his brother is in the darkness until now.  
10 The one who loves his brother abides in the 

Light and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 
11 But the one who hates his brother is in the 

darkness and walks in the darkness,  
and does not know where he is going because  

the darkness has blinded his eyes.




