
1 SAMUEL 15 : 17 - 23

17 Samuel said, “Although you were once small in your 
own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes 

of Israel? The Lord anointed you king over Israel.
18 And he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go and 

completely destroy those wicked people, the 
Amalekites; wage war against them until you have 

wiped them out.’ 19 Why did you not obey the Lord? 
Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in 

the eyes of the Lord?”



1 SAMUEL 15 : 17 - 23

20 “But I did obey the Lord,” Saul said. “I went on 
the mission the Lord assigned me. I completely 

destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag 
their king. 21 The soldiers took sheep and cattle 

from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to 
God, in order to sacrifice them to the Lord your 

God at Gilgal.”



1 SAMUEL 15 : 17 - 23

22 But Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight  
in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in 

obeying the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to heed is better than the fat of rams.  

23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and 
arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you 

have rejected the word of the Lord, he has 
rejected you as king.” 



1 KINGS 5 : 13 - 18

13 King Solomon conscripted laborers from all Israel
—thirty thousand men. 14 He sent them off to 

Lebanon in shifts of ten thousand a month, so that 
they spent one month in Lebanon and two months 

at home. Adoniram was in charge of the forced 
labor. 15 Solomon had seventy thousand carriers 
and eighty thousand stonecutters in the hills, … 



1 KINGS 5 : 13 - 18

16 as well as thirty-three hundred foremen who 
supervised the project and directed the workers.   
17 At the king's command they removed from the  

quarry large blocks of high-grade stone to provide  
a foundation of dressed stone for the temple.   

18 The craftsmen of Solomon and Hiram and workers 
from Byblos cut and prepared the timber and stone  

for the building of the temple.
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"It's not the parts of the Bible I  
don't understand that bother me,  

it's the parts I do understand."

MARK TWAIN





"I want atheism to be true, and I am made uneasy by the 
fact that some of the most intelligent and well-informed 
people I know are religious believers. It isn't just that I 

don't believe in God and naturally, hope that I'm right in 
my belief. It's that I hope there is no God! I don't want 
there to be a God, I don't want the universe to be like 

that. I have a cosmic authority problem and I don't think 
it's rare. I doubt whether there is anyone who is genuinely 

indifferent as to whether there is a god or not…" 

THOMAS NAGEL 
THE LAST WORD



1 SAMUEL 8 : 6 - 9

But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this 
displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord. And 
the Lord told him: "Listen to all that the people are  

saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they 
have rejected me as their king. As they have done from  
the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, 

forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing  
to you. Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and  

let them know what the king who will reign over them will 
claim as his rights."



1 SAMUEL 8 : 17

you yourselves will become his slaves
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1 SAMUEL 15 : 13

Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, 
"Blessed are you of the Lord! I have carried 

out the command of the Lord." 



1 SAMUEL 15 : 14

But Samuel said, "What then is this 
bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the 

lowing of the oxen which I hear?"



"The human heart has an almost unlimited capacity 
to hide the truth from itself if the truth is too painful. 
It's possible to hear but not really hear. It's possible 
to know something, and not know it - because you 
don't really want to know it. Self-deception is not 
the most terrible thing we do, but it's the reason  

we do the most terrible things we do."

DR. TIM KELLER 



A SUBSTITUTE KING IN A PERSON'S 

LIFE LOOKS LIKE A LACK OF REALITY



The Fall (of Saul)

The Rise (of David)
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"That's the key. All evil starts with 15 volts. And then the 
next step is another 15 volts. The problem is, at the end  

of the line, it's 450 volts. And as you go along, the guy is 
screaming, "I've got a heart condition! I'm out of here!" 

You're a good person. You complain. "Sir, who will  
be responsible if something happens to him?" The 

experimenter says, "Don't worry, I will be responsible. 
Continue, teacher." And the question is, who would  

go all the way to 450 volts?"

PHILIP ZIMBARDO 
THE LUCIFER EFFECT



2 SAMUEL 11 : 1

In the spring, at the time when kings go off to 
war, David sent Joab out with the king's men 

and the whole Israelite army... But David 
remained in Jerusalem. 



A SUBSTITUTE KING IN A PERSON'S LIFE 

LOOKS LIKE A LACK OF MORALITY



The Fall (of Saul)

The Rise (of David)

The End (with Solomon)
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1 KINGS 5 : 13 - 14

King Solomon conscripted laborers from all Israel—
thirty thousand men. He sent them off to Lebanon 

in shifts of ten thousand a month, so that they 
spent one month in Lebanon and two months at 

home. Adoniram was in charge of the forced labor.



A SUBSTITUTE KING IN A PERSON'S 

LIFE LOOKS LIKE A LACK OF 
CONNECTION WITH OTHERS.



1 SAMUEL 8 : 17

you yourselves will become his slaves




