
29 As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd 
followed Him. 30 And two blind men sitting by the 
road, hearing that Jesus was passing by, cried out, 

"Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!" 31 The crowd 
sternly told them to be quiet, but they cried out all 

the more, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!" …

MATTHEW 20:29-34



MATTHEW 20:29-34

… 32 And Jesus stopped and called them, and said, 
"What do you want Me to do for you?" 33 They 

said to Him, "Lord, we want our eyes to be 
opened." 34 Moved with compassion, Jesus 
touched their eyes; and immediately they 

regained their sight and followed Him.



1 When they had approached Jerusalem and had 
come to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then 

Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, "Go into 
the village opposite you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie 

them and bring them to Me. 3 If anyone says 
anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord has need of 

them,' and immediately he will send them." …

MATTHEW 21:1-3, 6-10



… 6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus had 
instructed them, 7 and brought the donkey and the 
colt, and laid their coats on them; and He sat on the 
coats. 8 Most of the crowd spread their coats in the 

road, and others were cutting branches from the trees 
and spreading them in the road. …

MATTHEW 21:1-3, 6-10



MATTHEW 21:1-3, 6-10

… 9 The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who 
followed, were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David; 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest!" 10 When He had entered 

Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, "Who is this?"



Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor 
questioned Him, saying, "Are You the King of the Jews?" 
And Jesus said to him, "It is as you say." 12 And while He 
was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He 

did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to Him, "Do You not 
hear how many things they testify against You?"…

MATTHEW 27:11-17, 20-23



…14 And He did not answer him with regard to even a 
single charge, so the governor was quite amazed 15 Now 
at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for 

the people any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16 At 
that time they were holding a notorious prisoner, called 

Barabbas. 17 So when the people gathered together, 
Pilate said to them, "Whom do you want me to release 

for you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?" …

MATTHEW 27:11-17, 20-23



MATTHEW 27:11-17, 20-23

… And they said, "Barabbas." 22 Pilate said to them, 
"Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called 

Christ?" They all said, "Crucify Him!" 23 And he said, 
"Why, what evil has He done?" But they kept 
shouting all the more, saying, "Crucify Him!"
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MATTHEW 20:30-31

And two blind men sitting by the road, hearing that 
Jesus was passing by, cried out,  

"Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!"  
31 The crowd sternly told them to be quiet, but 

they cried out all the more,  
 "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!"
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J.R.R. Tolkien

"The Hands of the King are the hand of a healer, 
And so shall the rightful King be known."



PSALM 118:26

"Blessed is the King who comes  
in the name of the Lord."



LUKE 19:39

"Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, 
'Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.'" 



LUKE 19:40

 But Jesus answered,  
"I tell you, if these become silent,  

the stones will cry out!"



ISAIAH 55:12

"The mountains and the hills will break 
forth into shouts of joy before you."



ZECHARIAH 9:9

"Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 

He is just and endowed with salvation, 
Humble, and mounted on a donkey."



D.A. Carson

"In the midst of this excited crowd, an unbroken 
animal remains calm under the hands of the one 
who also calmed the sea. This animal knows and 

loves its true master for who he is. This is a 
foreshadowing of the complete healing of all 
nature under the future kingship of Christ."



What Can Help Us Choose 
Between the Two

Why Anyone Would Want 
to Crown Him

Why Anyone Would Want 
to Kill Him



MATTHEW 27:11

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the 
governor questioned Him, saying, "Are You the King of 

the Jews?" And Jesus said to him, "It is as you say."



MATTHEW 27:15-16

15 "Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to 
release for the people any one prisoner whom they 

wanted. 16 At that time they were holding a notorious 
prisoner, called Barabbas."



MATTHEW 27:17

So when the people gathered together, Pilate said to 
them, "Whom do you want me to release for you? 

Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?"



MATTHEW 27:22

And they said, "Barabbas." Pilate said to them, 
 "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?"  

They all said, "Crucify Him!"



MATTHEW 27:23

And he said, "Why, what evil has He done?" But they 
kept shouting all the more, saying, "Crucify Him!"



A Multiethnic, Multigenerational Church

- Is not a strategy, but a choice. 
- Is not a way to show off our church, but a way to 

show off the Gospel 
- Is not a grid to enforce, but a dream to hold up 
- Is not an idea to like, but a people to love 
- Is not an idea to like, but a people to love Is not a 

place where you worship with people who agree 
with you on everything, but where you worship 
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer | Life Together

"He who loves his dream of community more than the 
Christian community itself becomes a destroyer of the 

latter, even though his personal intentions may be 
ever so honest and earnest. "



A Multiethnic, Multigenerational Church

- Is not a strategy, but a choice. 
- Is not a way to show off our church, but a way to 

show off the Gospel. 
- Is not a grid to enforce, but a dream to hold up. 
- Is not an idea to like, but a people to love. 
- Is not a place where you worship with people 

who agree with you on everything, but where you 
worship with people who agree on one thing.



What Can Help Us Choose 
Between the Two

Why Anyone Would Want 
to Crown Him

Why Anyone Would Want 
to Kill Him





Barabbas: Why can't God make 
himself plain? What's become of all 
the fine hopes, the trumpets, the 
angels, all the promises? Every 
time I've seen it end up in the 
same way, with torments and dead 
bodies, with no good come of it. 
Huh? All for nothing.



Peter: Do you think they persecute us 
to destroy nothing? Or, for that matter, 
do you think that what has battered on 
your soul for twenty years has been 
nothing? It wasn't for nothing that 
Christ died. Mankind isn't nothing. In 
His eyes, each individual man is the 
whole world. He loves each man as 
though there were no other.



Barabbas: I was the opposite of 
everything he taught, wasn't I?  
Why did He let Himself be killed 
instead of me?



Peter: Because being farthest 
from Him, you were the nearest.




